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one vn SATURDAY, Serremser 7, 1833. 

In the absence of brother Davis Coitrns, who by. previous appointment, was to 
preach the introductory—brother Francis Waukee, his @lternate, delivered a dis- 
course from Romans 8. 18.—For I recko e sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the gloty which shall be revealed in us.” 

After @ short intermission the Associatidr. c@gveneu in the meeting-house, and 

brother Jaaes Powut, opened the business by @ging and prayer, 

‘The former moderator and clerk being dbsemt, brother SuapRacn Coker, was. 
requested to = the chair; and brother Noryett Ronertson, Jr., to pupply the 

of the clerk. Ms Fe Rh. BY 
} epee the letters from the churches, minuted their state, and enrolled the names 
the de ¢ Pt re: a ye 
pected Coxer, moderator, and Norvkis Roserrson,Jr.,clerk. | 
i. The at Flint Creek, Hinds county, recently constituted, presented a let- 
ter; and on petition was admitted into this Aiosbiation: : 9 

' Recei rrespondences fru. rs ster associations, as follows, viz; From. the 
Hiasaaigr,a letter and packet of minutes, by the hand of theirmessenger, brother 
| Caries Fryer; his colleague brether Ezra Courtney, we regret to learn, failed 
on account of affliction in his family. From the Leet Rises, a letter by the hands Y 

| oftheir messengers Norvett Rosertson,)Sen., a ues Summaty. From ‘the; 

, @ letter by the hand ofthe moderator. . The mess gers present were cor- 
| dially invited to seats. } , ' 
Arranged correspondences ‘with sis‘cr associations, a3 follows, viz: Brother 
| Braxzrrezp, to write to the Mississippi, brethren Couiins & Crawrorp, messen- 
, gers. Brother Wurre, to write to the Leaf River, brethren BrakeFreLp and For- 
| ‘TeNBERRY,meSsengers. Brother N..Rosra'rson, Jr., to write to the Yxz99. Breth- 
| ten Rosset and Garurnron, messefigers, ‘Brothet Crawrorp, to write to the 
| Union; and, brethren Russet and Price, pessenget. — ‘ 

Appointed brethren Marvix, Warxer and Tuckér, a committee to arrange 


) preaching during the session. 


A committee consisting of brethren Crawrorp; Martin and Brak&rIELD, to- 

gether with the moderator and clerk, was appointed to atrange the business of the 
lation, and revise the circular. | ’ 

Agreéd, that the committee of revision jand arrangement be requestéd to ex- 

‘amine the Treasurer’s'Report: | 

Brother N, Rosertsox, Sen. prayed, and the association adjourned to meet again 

t on Monday morning, at nine o'clock. ' i 


¥ ‘ 
, 


. | SUNDAY, Serrempes 8: 
| Agreeably to the arrangement of the committee on preaching, the brethren 
> Srapmacie Coxer, Norvet, Ronertson, Jr.,.and Cuaries Fecp preached toa 
pr! oii and attentive congregation in the order of their names./ The services 
{-p day wete closed by an appropriate.¢xhortation ahd prayer. brother Joun 
| Mantis; and there was hopeful evidence that the Great Sanctifier was present. 

yo MONDAY, Serreapen 9- 
; Met pursuant to adjournment.—-The moderator prayed, and the association pro- 

ceeded to business, 4 

The} committee of revision and arrangemnt, made'a report, which was received. 
nistérs of the Gospel, not members of the association, were invited to take 

Seats and aid us by their counsel. | , 
4 potition was presented. from the churdh at Mount Pisgah, beyond the bounds 
rl this association, by their delegates Wiii1am Denson and Jost >, Praying 
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|) vieinity for the hospitality which they haye manifested towards us during the ges- 


' Appointed brother Wyire Wurre, to: write the circular for next year—brother 


Nonveut. Ronextson, Jr., to preach the introductory,and brother Jaates Powxxt, his jé 


alemiate 
The clerk was appoi ted to superintend the printing of the minutes, and trans- - 


} mit them to the by mail, at the expense of the association. 
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1? Received the ee from the churches, amounting to eighty-two dollars 


RACH COKER, Moderator, 


and : 
Adjourned by a pathetic address and a the moderator. 
| NORVELL ROBERTSON, Jr., Clerk. 
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our conduct, and operates as & most salutary restraint upon our evil 
It isthe means of teaching us the. knowledge of ourselves, our de upon 
| Gcieatneneenys en on of God towards us. It also 
promotes r we believe;t @ Christian’s,own experience will 
tify that those. blessings which he has received without asking, have too oAlea bien 
‘| enjoyed with indifference, while those which have been sought by prayer, have 
| ‘his bosom with joy and, gratitude... - i's 
aaghiaine will say that we cannot influence the Divine AVill, and that 
knows what we need much better than'we do ourselves. To this we reply, tat 
the God to whout we pray, and who hag positively commanded us to pray, has plain- 
ws what am me innecdof us before we ask him. d as we 
his|wisdom, neither have we.a disposition to dispute his authority. 
the wisdom or the promises of Giod in excuse for 
if carried to the extent, wil] goto invalidate the 
Mediator: for he-makes intercession according to the 
towing the will of his Father,he never prays for any thing else 
which he knows it is the will of God to grant. 
er.—As prayer consisis essentially in the offering up of our 
duty-of secret mental prayer, may be performed at any |hour of 
night: hence we can never want ‘opportunity; and while we are 
nd our wiuits sO Numerous, we shall never be without occasion... The throne 
grace is accessible at all times, in all places, and the ear of God’s gracious majes- 
| ‘7 18 always open to our thoughts: our every groan meets acceptance, and even 
our faintest sighs find ready access through the intercession of our Redeemer.— 
And whatever of imperfection there may be.in them, by reason of otr infirmities, 
fo us, seeing our great High Priest, who is “holiness to the 
_— the inigiuitiee of al our holy gifts which we hallow unto the 
; ).» Would it not, be much better for us if the time we spend in: 
in silent aspirations to God in , behalf of our- 
selves, our fatmiliegand others?,. We. do not deny that our worldly affairs should 
attended fo, but. we think that-some.of the minutes, and perhaps many, of the’ 
Whole hours which are. spent in-anxions coneern about our temporal passessi 
aad prospects might be more profitably devoted to communion with God_ in spirit. 
‘Omany advantages attend these sécret devotions, that we ought aeheke 
» eontinually; that they maybe habitual, _ ‘Then the heart willdesire it, delight’ . 
tiahd often engage in it voluniitily,.!° i) >»: nl Pct 
There is also another kind of secret prayer that no Christian ought to omit, and 
ryne.dees, he neglects both his duty and spiritual interests. It every 
blace, hae wtite often, at least daily, to some convenient private and d 
he may all alone, meet withhis heavenly Fathes, and there, 
he teen et? Of Brace afforded, breathe: his sapplications to Him who.\sees : 
ein Cesses,of every heart. We have aioe authority from the, 
this a duty. Our Saviour enjoined it. “Bat thou; when’ thom: 
thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
ys . 6,6.) He also gave us an example: “And itcame to 
‘ days that he went out into amountain to pray,” &c,. (Luke 6,12.) 
Of Family Prayer—Some have endeavored to evade the foree -of this in- 
‘if ; rjsantending that it is no whére positively required in the wofd of God, 
i. We admit that there is no positive precept, or unequivocal example; for it in’ 
* yet we think family prayer may be shown,sa plainly to 
Wesappeal to the word of God; and setting aside many texts 
ng peabebie, oe refer you to the fallowing: While our Saviour was upon 
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rein the cause of religion wasdis: 
’ performer, but not one where it was 


with his 
cannot be a valid excuse, unless pone ex- 
weak, which we suppose ng_man has yet found. "To say that 
ge God with being a hard master; and no eth can with 
God, until he is able to say that he has more of the 
of prayer, When the duty is immediately be - 
able to do, by our feelings and fears, is irra- 
the duty than 'toperform it. Nor should 


, that we are unable to comply with 
and the yoke becomes the less galli > 
T, a plain, unadommed expression of our de- 
i nts of language, is generally more 
easi —Finally, we should 

this purpose we should be very conversant 
jtate much in the psalms, the prophcies, 
These are calculated 


ceRskShsere ree? 
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to express our petitions, and that 

t your thoughts dwell much on the goodness of God to- 
ntial dealings with you ; in his distinguishing grace in calling 
especially in the great work of redemption. Think on the le- 
the churchyespecially that part of it within our own bourg# and 


Id, comfort- 


}; nor 4 prayers be widely exte 

er do votions. And it is of the ‘first importance that we ask God, from whom 
atally “very good gift comes, that he would fill us with the spirit of grace and of supplica- 
ot 00- ms, and give us utterance, : 

bless en | SHADRACH COKER, Moderator. 
payer At ____ NORVELL ROBERTSON, Jr., Clerk: 
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| - MINUTES. se. 


1 o'clock, a discourse, introductory to business, was delivered 
et Norvell Roberison, Jr., from Psalm 89: 3,4, “I heve made 
gt with my chosen; Ihave sworn unto. David my servant; 

ed will I establish forever, and build up thy throne to all gene - 


interval of half an hour, the delegates from thé Churches 
od in the house; and brother Jesse Crawford opened the Asso- 
by singing and prayer; and, by request, acted as Moderator, 
the former Rederiet being absent. 
otters from the Churches were then read, and the usual minutes 
their state and delegation.  - 


Crawford was elected Moderator, and Norvell Robertson, Jr., 
fpndences were called for, and a letter and packet of minutes. 
ississippi were presented by brother Charles Felder, their 
this colleague, brother James Cair, we regret to say has. 
noved by death since his appointment. From the Leaf River, , 
also received by the ose of brother John Moffaty their 
pet, whose colleague, brother John Sanford, failed. 
nee nee with sister Associations, as follows: bro: 
on to write to the Mississippi—Crawford and ‘Martin més- 
; brother White to write i6 the Union — Powell and Robertson 
gers; brother Walton to write to the iver—Russel and 
erty messengers; brother Powell to write to the Yazoo— Walk- 


ae ene eae 
ued George Granberry, David Ransom, and Benjamin Tho 
punmitiee to ing during the session. 
brethren Martin, Russel, and Fortenberry, with the Mode- 
vle _ committee - oe en ” circular, audit wee 
count arrange the business of the association; in- 
i Felder and Moffatt to sit with them. eg 
a on preaching yppointed brethren John Moffatt, Wil: ° 
ay, Charles Ferg t h to- Ww. 
wt er, ° preach to-morro 
L “ation adjourned till to-morrow, at half an hour afier 9 
oil FRIDAY, Szpr. 12, 94 o'clock, A. M. 
With the bat re arrangement reported the 0 . 
\ 
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Ministers of the gospa who were not delegates, were invited he 1 
with us. . i ; . Bdeted, that the Tr 

Having received no liter or messenger from the. Yazoo Ase g River the 

>. and not knowing the till or place of their next meeting, whichis: tes last y 
it In¢onventent to-writ@t-this time, brother Powell was due tived contributic 
write at his cpnveniend% and brethren Walker and Murty wlliaad Sye cents, 
pointed, in conjunctioggiwith the writer, 'a committee to ¢ ber Walker pray 

‘approve the same. Th 

The siecaley letter pippated by brother White was then read, 
rejected ; 

Where upon, it was rlolved that the Association adopt thee : | 
letter of the weeG Association for the year 1824, m Sabbath, brother 
S. FH. Cone; 2 of Communion.” Bi was followed by bi 

The Pearl | paving failed to represent herself b ) In the afterno 
year and en 4 ting of the brethren, Martin, "ices were closed w 


and Robenast, Were ajmpigted to visit her in the course of 
and give her #23 her situation may seem to requitt, 
port to the ne of. 

Appointed {the hext 0c 
county, to commence oj 
tember next. 

Query, oe Fair 
suster church in 
a different deniominatio 


Ajis.’We cpnsider suf church would be in disorder; and # 


jation to be held:at New Zion,’ 
hursday before the second Sabbath 


wet Church.) What showld be dow 
a receive and hold in fellowship m 


labored with in a gospdilimazner and spirit by any) ‘eburch whic 
some to the g the fact. 
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Co? from Flint Creek Church, we reply, That we'tecom- 


said Church to exercise her discretion as an independent . 

, (from Ebenezer:) “Are not our association letters and out 

sh disnfission church letters, inconsistent with each other? And. 
is there no way, agreeable to the gospel, that they, can be made 
tent? Voted out, ; 

ponding letters were read and approved. 

pointed brother David Ransom to procure, if possible, from bro- 
Juel Harvey, the late Clerk of-this association, the association 
ds, and transmit them to our present Clerk previously to our next 


etommittee on preaching reported that they had appointed the 
ed Walker, Russel’ and Powell to preach to-morrow, and brother 
to close; the’brethren Flowers, (if be arrive—if not, Ro- 
_ and Crawford to preach on Sabbath, and brother Rus 
ppointed brether Powell to preach the inttoductory sermon at the 
association, and brother Russel his alternate. 
ther Crawford was appointed to prepare’a circular for next year 
(Clerk was appointed te superintend the printing and distribu 
of the minutes. : ns 
deted, that the Treasurer refund to the churches of Fork Church | ¢~ 
= So the amount of Money paid by them forthe postage 
cit: mynutes last year. 
d contributions amounting to one hundred’ and eleven dol 
five cents, 
bet Walker prayod, and 
The Association adjourned. 
JESSE CRAWFORD, Moderator 
NORVELL ROBERTSON, Jr., Clerk 


Sabbath, brother Elisa Flowers preached at half past 10 o'clock 
was followed by brother Joseph Morris, (brother Martin being ab 
) In the afternoon, brother Jesse Crawford preached; and the 


res were closed with exhortation by brothier Russel! - 
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| [ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED BY THE HUDSON RIVER ASSOCIATION. } 


Dearly beloved Brethren,—In accordance with a resolution passed 
| at our last annual meeting, “rue TeRMs or communion,” will claim 
your attention as the subject of our present circular address.’ It is 
be regretted that the signs of the times should ever indicate the expe- 
diency of presenting this, subject ee consideration, in a controver- 
sial shape; but since necessity is laid upon us, we desire to enter upon 
| its investigation with all that alacrity which the love of revealed truth, 
_and supreme regard for Zion’s King, and unyielding attachment to the 
order of his house, are calculated to inspire. Pa 
|. The phrase “communion,” or “fellowship,” is used in different senses 
in the sacred writings. It frequently denotes that holy enjoyment of. 
. the divine presence, and the soul-comforting participation of the Re- 
| deemer's fulness, which it is the privilege of believers to realize. The 
| saints are joined to the Lord by one spirit; they draw water out of the 
| wills of salvation; God is thei ing- in all generations ; 
‘und it is therefore ssid, truly their fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. This fellowship does not necessarily'stand 
connected with church government or relationship; it is neither con- 
fined to time nor place, nor does it bend to the control of earthly cir- 


| cumstances, It was felt by Jacob with a stone for his pillow; itdrove ~ 
7a fears and pains of the thief upon the crogs;it cheered the hearts 


ul and Silas, though beaten with many stripes and thrust into the 


inner prison; and converted the desolate Isle of Patmos into a para- - 


_ dise of heavenly rapture. The terms of this communion, all centre in 
the rich and distinguishing grace of God. 

The expression is sometimes used in a large and comprehensive 
sense, to describe that fraternal affection and spiritual intercourse, 
Which all those who love our Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth, may 
d maintain with on other. Individuals attached to - 
t inations of Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Roman Cat 
dlics, Quakers, & c. may Leeslrend reason + eateriale a favorable 
opinion of each other’s Christian exercises; they vay unite their ef- 
forts to multiply and distribute copies of the Bible, and send the gos- 
pel to the uttermost parts. of the earth; they may take sweet covnsel 
together, and be mutual helpers of each others’ joy; and their commu- 
nion will be proportioned to the evidence which the parties furnish, of 
maintaining a close walk with God. If we walk in'the light, as he 
is in the light, we iiave fellowship one with another. But as this fel- 
lowehip in the Gospel is enj yed by individual believers’ who Never 
wnite with a particulas church; as it exists in different degrees aceord- 
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| E and bring not 
: our house, new 
ing to the strength of their c@fifidence that God has begun a good i—that is, 
work in the heart, without anygeference to the ordinances.and Tegua. that gbideth no 
tions of his house, it}is an enti@y different thing from church fie i jt is therefore 
und is by no means yo be conf@iinded therewith. om of all candidat 
In modern phraseglogy the wietd “communion,” is employed, by com. for their souls} 
mon consent, as expressive @ithat fellowship which experiment) exhibited, the 
christians have with the SavioWf{6f sinners, and with one another, in § church. Shou 
the ordinance ofthe Lord’s supmer; and this use cf the phrage:sedms to —  jiesitate not to 
be justified by the Apostle’s la guage, 1 Cor. x. 16, The cup of bless. from us; and tl 
ing which we bless,\is it not communion of the blood of Chris? golden candles 
4 h break, i@fit not the communion of the bot y That Baptis 
The singl¢ point, thaiefore, which we have now before us is, sign and order 

to answer the inquiry, What die the indispensable terms of thit com Buf the apostles 
munion? or, in ot { prerequisites of admission to the It is the des 
Lord's supper are n the New Testament, for the } Aa exhibit the exi 
p the end of the world? To this ip. the interesting 

quiry we reply, reg ptism, and a conversation such as be. world and enli 
cometh the Gospel o ist; id in proof of the correctness df this JB subject, it is nc 
the law and the testimony. but it is also a 


repiy, we appeal to ad 
d are bg@ind to give thanks to their Heavenly [distinction wh 





The children of 
Father, because he hath from ip beginning chosen them to salvation, of darkness, a 
through sanctification of the -Sigp it, and beli many as have | 
they are called by the Gospel; He Therefore we ¢ 
« spiritual ao a ly oa f ( irt i ac. al ra 
ceptable to God by Jesus Chriff tnd to manifest their attachment to 10 we also shor 
the laws, doctrines, ordinati#s, ‘once delivered to the saints. The JB that 2 man mu: 
primitive churches, constituted (indbr the immediate direction Of the & the immunities 
inspired apostles, compos@§ pt seif-condemned sinners, ‘who were JB ship of a partic 
by nature children of | wrath eve others; but being pricked in their church; even s 
hearts aud quickened|by-the Sqapt pf God, fled for refuge to the hope JF “ith in the Me 
set before them in the ospel. Bfhéy believed the testimony giyen of uatil it can b 
God’s dear Son, and jhavin received the truth, were bapticed churches plante 
both men and women. : it i this will appear 

The order w 
reference to B 
of the church s 
_ in our rui 
vat, 


upen t prindile: jot word preac. 
schimmatic as to deny it?) they : rtai infallible gui men were mad 
present us with a t patt i were made disc 
ea amet / and jmanded to bap 
again to a lively hope, by the JMaurrection’ ist’ 
cead, 


we should imitate their 2 


and bring not this doctrine, we are commanded not to receive him into 


our house, neither bid him God speed; for he that biddeth him God | 


j—that is, he that welcometh to the privileges of the church Aim 
that gbideth not in the doctrine of Christ, is pattakers of his evil deeds. 
jt is therefore an established principle in Baptist churches to require 
of all candidatés for admission, a declaration of what God hath done 
for their souls} and when satisfactory evidence of a change of heart is 
exhibited, the os scriptural term of communion, is elicited by the 
church. Should this fundamental principle ever, be abandoned, we 
hesitate not to say, the fine gold will become dim, the glory will depart 
from us; and the vengeance of Him who walketh in the midst of the 
golden candlesticks tnay be. justly apprehended. ef . 
That Baptism is 2 Term of communion,” 


uf the apostles. 

It is the design of Baptism, among. other important particulars,\te 
exhibit the existenee of a tew relationship, and to declare to all around 
the interesting fact that dhe individual baptized hag come out from the 
world and enlisted under the banner of Christ. , In this view of the 
subject, itis not meredy the answer of a good consciphce towards God, 
but it is also a grateful and public recognition of that grand line of 
distinction which the Redeemer has established between the kingdom 
of darkness, and that kingdom whieh is not of this world. For az 
many as have heen baptized into Christ}Kave put on' Christ, Gal. iii. 27. 
Therefore we are burieg with him by baptism into death, that like az 


ig manifest from the de. 
sign and order of phat ordinance, as well as frorn the uniform practice . 
é 


{ 


Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even’ _ 


to we also should walk in newness of life. Rom.:yi. 4. As it is evident 
* that a man mugt enter into the kingdom before he can’ be entitled to 
the immunities of a subject; that he must bé reveived into the fellow- 
ship of a particular church, before he can enjoy the privileges-of that 
urch; even so, it is equally plain, that Baptism, upon profegsion of 
faith in the Messiah, must remain an indispensable term of communion, 
until it can be proved that: unbaptized persons were ‘added to the 
churches planted by the apostles in different parts of Yhe world. And 
this will appear yet more ‘abundantly if we consivler,-— 

The order which: is uniformly observed in the New ‘Testament, with 
reference to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. When the Great Head 
of the church sent forth his ministering servants to build up bis king- 
dom in our ruined world, He gave them commission in the following 
_words:--Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and ofthe Son, and of the Holy Ghost,—teaching 

en t& obgergé all things whatsoever I have commanded you. This 
linden ae lucid and definite, = sanened Sve Jirst to teach, +“ it 

expressed, to preach the gospel ta every creature. en 
the word preached was accompanied by an unction from the Holy One, 
ahaa wise unto salvation; A were owes pet pthey 

disciples ; and then, and not ti were the apostles com- 
“sted to baptize them. After this, they on to instruct them t9 ob- 
¢ 
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i pple, or as a test of their obediens 

ke laws in Zion, and fix the order 

i alt Christians should certainly 

must ion, hot 


a 


im the very nature @ things, if there be an adaptation of the 
vign to the thing si ified. ie must first be made alive, before we 
need bread to s life; af, in Ijke manner, the ordinance which 
shadows forth the washing @ regeneration and the renewi 


m from heaven, whereof if 4 ma 
t statement is correct, we most as 
if practice of tle Apostles themselves. 
& certain notable occasion, 
usand —s out, Men and brethren 
he preacher promptly replies, 
sus Christ, Toe Ge reeduoletlof en 
tothe church in Jerusalem, and the 
uni ot the breaking of bread. — 
precisely similar to that of his drothe: 
to| Corinth, nd tught the word of God among iv 
Many of the @rinthians hearing, believed and wer 
i ae vers were then constituted into a gos 
kept the or@#pance of the Lord’s supper as délivered 
wile. Actsiiii, 1 Cor. ii. 2. If, therefore, the ax 
stly challenges our imitation, we must 
ich they have established. 1% 
punioh we have named, is a godly walk 
ion ig easily maintained, both upon the 
tion. | The children of God are holy 
peculiar people, zealous of goo 
em ig given by one who canmot er; 
gruotjs and unnafére! for such persons 
S with unbelievers. How can tuo walk 
2? . What communion hath light with 


darkness, and what fellorshigghath Christ with Belial? are question: 


nt;—t mawer themselvés. In extendjog the 
right hand of feltowship, therfipre,m@ church must be satisfied that the 
individual soliciting admissicggy hag, scriptural views of himself, antl 
God, and of the. way of salvdifn: by Christ aloné, and of the work « 
the Spirit, and of the holy .{Bhddicy of divine truth; and herice ¥ 
are directed to mark and afpid) those whose erroneous sentimen! 


* cause divisions and) offencésiMonttary-to the dactrine.which we. hare 


learned. Rom. xvi. | Moreovi the candidate for church compuniot 
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y because the Christ Kath so decreed, but because this order ip 
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not only converse about the thi f : : 
fe ' ings of God in & proper manner, 
nan 


his deportment must corres d with his | ; 
; that is called a brother, ies forulenter oe If any 
" ; dpe ,or an idol- 
ator, oF @ railet, or 4 drunkard, or an extortioner, we must not ke 
with such an one, no not to eat. k Cor..v. 11, and that - 
of eo late culs * from the church one who js already Mpa 
mee 4 Py a sae an insurmountable object against: 
Oa pean i seerepey ft er, se a 
“bigoted, uncharitable, self-righteous,” oie. tal i rn opens 
un unspating hand; but these are weak and s ocinad iis 
employed against those who are armed wi ' page. when 
against Mose whe armed with the sword of the 8 
defence of 4 divine institution. We shall cl , ‘ 16 Spirit, in 
'bnefly to some of the mong. plausible hy mae epistle by replying 
rest mee the sentiments we have daveneua : a naa-consgnly 
first objection. “ You ; o. Ri 
it an indispensable term of eianion stress upon baptianm by making 
‘To this we reply ;—We : y : | 
‘a higher place ia our syouaal. anal tee mrs _ "7 a do we give it 
the Apivtes abd peimitive Clriatiana, by she: Yhrist hath enjoined, or 
And bere we may ask, why should more ; oe example, have warranted. 
supper than upon baptism; and why chit wap ” i upon the Lerd’s 
so earnestly advocate the observance of : Site eee Seerene 
vert or entirely neglect the latter? W a eee while they. per 
ted by the same lord, and do the ear ie ordinances ingtu- 
, with the same authority? We ot Me "? rpfore; come tous clothed 
jae selling baptism a non-essential ; at Pasobapusts are in the hab- 
.1y; he. TE this be true, we ome qeren rite; @ mere ceremo- 
\Isita@ Saviour? But if these sa Beats pat meres the supper? 
, believe, Signs of important and ae Sedeline be, indeed, as we 
! ably as significative as the breakin of b ona) » baptism. iq unquestion- 
1{cally, a large proportion of the distin sisbi - - hibits, emblemati- 
| Upon an’ investigation guishing doctrines of the gospel . 
f ; gation of the New Testame Gin : . 
| the two, is mueh the more fiequentl yen}, we find that baptism, of 
{are affectionately and repented a ntioned, ahd baptized believers 
| tis Lor, 28 in that ordinance the vorted, ap to wal in Chriny Sonus 
Holy Book as our only and all-sufficie ts ] ott on... Taking, then:tbe" 
j have the highest authority for gayi W rule|of faith and. practice, we 
appointed as the first gospel senna [2 to baptisin, which Christ 
ence, ail a lively titans a 6 pte as a test of his children’s obedi- , 
de situation which the master of pag a yn at Ghost, exactly 
tus saith the Lord sounding in our auene te daeagpated; 208 WES 8 
isnot possible that we should li ears aud penetrating our hearts, i 
|! of men. isten to the doctrines or commandments 
A second objection. char ith [we < S 
Me children of the ?. Hecely Fi causing @ separation between 
ppose we enly ather. 3 
grant that beptiafe is an vapoparahje barrier in the way 


7 





"a Capacity, with unbaptised pei 8; dow 
necessarily result from tH cbncession, that the blame righteously a, 
taches itself to the kkirts of garmeats? Shall those who und 

and keep the ordi ingieir nature, order, and design, as they wan 

orginally del ve Birches, be condemned? and thoge Who de. | 
part from them, and embralh- 2 “figraent of their. own imagination,” sir faith, burit 
pe justified! God\forbid! WWe hesitate not to Say, Most explicitly, Mie with the unb 
that baptism is a » rating@ine; but it is one of the Lord’s one )Bept and exam) 
king, and we endeavor cons tly, both by preaching and example, to Rom and knowl, 
enlighten the ininds of our I obaptist friends on the subject. We warn A fourth obj 
them of cael we hol i We point them def. [ielieve ourselve. 
nitely to chapter and verse; [Bd we |exhort every believer amoog them, fapaste we stand 
quite as often as th °y wish @ heatus, to arise and bé baptized and [i This objectior 
wash away their st tin & Gre.) calling upon the name of the Lord. in baptism? 
We are honest and fincere i@hese declarations, and in making them | 
thus plainly, it must} be eviddl to the candid and judic ous, that we |iBatingly answe 
cannot have any by oi or immisures of expediency to promote, | We’ fiather, and of 
wish the truth, and tile truth 1€ asit is in Jesus, every where to\pre | innot but say 
vail; and we are grieved in hiliré that those whom we respect and love | fancy.” Are 
on so many rae shald, in'this particular, persist ip treadi ed of pious pa 
the pathway of disobtdience, Ml y rejecting the counsel of God innot ar, or whether 
being baptized on to ommandment. If our veracity od ged to answe 


Christian affection, + uching whole matter, be unjustly called’ in (apr it is written, 
question, we are perthitted tommidnt the language of a ptist, and say: bts 2. And t! 
Uur rejoicing is this, the testi our Conscience, thafin simplicity ‘ oiced, believii 


and godly sincerity, Hot with Mivhly wisdom but by the grace of God, 

we have had our contersatio ithe world, and more abundantly to | 
D Cn» : i 

you ward, + 2 Cor. j. iQ. 


A third objection sthies, the {tr Lord’s table, and-therefore we 


have no right to hinde¥ those to approaeh it. 

That it isthe Lore table, WBthe appropriate and sufficient answer 
to this objection. Were it 0 We might cheerfully admit to sa 
objector and his friends: but ce it is confessedly the Lord's 
we dare welcome to it nly sug af ite invites. The disciples were 
baptized before Christ institute H ddlministered to them the ' 
John the Baptist was yt to pibarg a people for the Lord, and the 
disciples were evidently amongiihe fun ber of those who justi Ged; 
and if so, they must h ve beén Bcesatily baptized with the of 
John; otherwise. they could nolithaws been obedient hearers afd does 
of the word, and jimi tors o xample of their Lord and master. 
Luke vii, 29.Mat. iii. 93, 17. er, ii. 21. Tn perfect conformity 
with this view of the s bject, a © words of Peter: W, | 

these men which oe th us, all the time that aes 
€sus went in and out among 1 Reginning rom the BaPTisM oF 

unto that same day that he van oni up | us, must one be ordained 

iolan ie ee his rbtio Acts, i,21,22. Herewe | 

. earn that Peter and his brethre un their Christian profession at - 
the baptism of John, atid hencetbe 
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re none but Baptists with our Lord-when he gave-them the bread 
d cup, and said, Do this in remembrance of me. As the sacred or- 
es, therefore, uniformly teach oie ians, in the Apostles’ days, 
baptized before they came tog. in pme place for the breaking 
bread, we a confirmed in the sentiment that the a guests invi- 
d to partake of this feast are such as have been, upon profession of 
sir faith, buried with Chrigg in baptism; nor can we approach the ta- 


je with the unbaptized, with@ut acting in direct opposition to the pre- 


ppt and example of Him, th -whom are hid | all the treasures of wis- 
OM ani € 
ieve ourselves to be baptized; you are not the judge; to our’ ‘own 
aster we stand or fall. Pood 
baptiom? Is’ it sprinkling or is it pouring? With the 
ew Testament in our hands, we most! confidently and unhes- 
atingly answer, neither. It is immersion, in the name of the 
ather, and of the Son, andof the _ Holy |Ghost. .And here: we 
innot but say to our cavilling fiends, when \were you baptized? “\n 
ancy.” Are unconscious babes, or the nbelieving, unprofesging 
ed of pious parents, proper subjects of baptism? | Whether men will 
ar, or whether they will forbear, upon the téstimony of God, we are 
bliged to answer, No.—These things were hot so. in the beginning; 
It is written, Then they that gladly received the word were baptized ; 
cts 2. And the Jailor was baptized, he anid’ all his, straitway, and 
poiced, believing in God with all his house, Acts xvi. Consequently 
ose who believe and rejoice in Christ Jesus: are, according to the 
res, the only persons to whom we are puthorjzed‘to administer 
ordinance of baptism. - But we are told that wheihet Pedobaptists 
ve perverted christian baptism, both in its ny and subjects, or not, 


‘This objection. brings tag at once to nets What is Chris. | 


no right to judge. This is equivalent to saying that an indi- 


dual ought to be admitted to church fello ship because he. thinks 


elf entitled to that privilege, without refergnce to the opinion which 
church may entertain upon the subject. i requires no argument 
Prove the absurdity of this position. ‘To adopt it would speedily 
bate in the di hation of any society. /That there niyst be an 
peement i sentiment betweed a church and a candidate for admis- 
i to its privileges; and that the church t necessarily judge of 
candi late’s qualifications, are both self-evident and scriptural traths. 
nee Christ then has|commanded us to hold fast till he come, and to 
Faith once delivered tp, the saints, we are un- 
ligations to exhort one another daily; to warn 
unruly; to look dili ly lest any man fail of the grace of God; 
i to be very careful, not only to venerate his institutions ourselves, 
Also, that they observed in their purity, by all such as solicit 
“nupion with us at thé table of the Lord. 
fifth:objection, viz. That the saints will all commune together in 
and therefore to do’ so on earth, is thought to be a very. 
one, but really|we are mot able to perceive its force. We re- 
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MINUTES 


| THURSDAY, Serr. 10th, 1835, 
At eleven o'clock A. M,a preparatory discourse was\delivered by James Powell, 
Yro] Eph. 2: 8,9, 10— “For by‘grace are ye saver], through faith; and that, not of 
yourselves <, it is the gift of God; not of works, lést any ‘man,should ‘boast; for we 
ire his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good Works, which God hath 
jefore ordained that, we should walk in them.’ ‘ 
jter a short intermission the deleg rate s from the churches assemble fT _in the meet- 
foe and having sung a‘hymn, Jesse Crawfard, thé former Moderator, opened 
the business by prayer. 
te letters from the churches were then re ad, and thé usual minutes, taken of 
the Ht s state and delegation, 
Ness ¢ Crawford anil Norvell: Robertson, Jr., wer¢ re-clected Moderator and Clerk. 
The following churches were then received intb asso¢iate connexion with us, by 
letdeps and deldgates, viz:—Mountain Hill, Simpson county ;, Ebenezer, Neshoba 
coutity ; Bethel, Scott county ; an? Mount Pisgah, Rankin ¢ounfy. 

Received comnmmicatiohs from sister ‘associations, as follows, viz: » From the 
Leaf River, a Jette rby the hand of John Moffitt, |their messenger; from the: Missis- 
i a letter and packet of Minutes by the liand of their messenger, Jesse Young 
w! ht ¢ colleague, Z. Reeves, we are sorry to say, jfuiled.-' From! the Union a letter 
ind packet of Minutes by the hand of their mefsenger, James Baileys whose ¢ ol, 
leadtic, If. Chambers, also failed. The corre¢ponding messengers prise nt, on 


sip 


Sgvilntic yn, took seats with i g, ‘ iY: ‘ 
Mtr inged correspondences with sisternssocinti dns nas follows; Barnes, to write to 
the nion; Martin and Robertson, messengers; Brakefield to write fo the Yazoo; 
Detton agd Price pmessengers ; Robertson to write to the Mjssispippl; Martin and 
Muffay, messengers; Powell to write to the Leaf River; Fortenberry and Berry, 
Oy emma 


theft ngers, 
+ 


Appointed a committee) to arrange preaching during the session, consisting of 


W my Fortenberry, Wm. Barnes, and H,. Simmons. 

Appointed a committee consisting of Walker, Martin, and Murray, with the 
erator and Clerk, to revise the circulat,)and arrange the business of the 
riation. 
tyer was made by John P. Martin, and, } 

Association adjourned to meet to-abertows at half, past nine o'clock 


) FRIDAY, Serr. [th. 
Met pursuant to adjournment. 
N, Robertson, jr., prayer. and 
The Association resumed the business. ‘ ; 
The committee of revision and arrangement made’ p ' report, which was 
arcepted. ii 
Wilkam Barnes was appointed Assistant Clerk, 
Ministers of the Gospel, who were not members cf the body, 
take-seate with us and aid by their advice. . 


were requested to 
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Tie cfurch at 
J. Crawford, Who was rejjuested (o paiBarta bircular for the; 


preseut year, of. cintipn, in order 
the circular letter of the Mississippi Asa iaon for last year, which was written jy» Me: lAdrecd to hol 
Charles Feller. And thelletter being 


ulZwas unanimously adopted, ; Riv , Simpson c 

Corresponding letters were called (SS afd. those prepared for the Mississin. ; Neptpmber next. 

Union, and Leaf River Astociations w rdadi and appreved. The letter to tie Of, motion by 

Yazoo not having been prepared, the I §ppointed to write it was permuitte Rksolved, Tha 
to withdraw and prepare it. 


iléath of our bel 
The Committee of Arrangement repoke they had examined the Perce (tbat Ist al 
Report, and found his accotints correct 


Also, that the effects of the Tre. B) Of-motion by 
surer’s office, together with|a letter of & nation from him; were then in the po Resolved, Tha 
session of the committee . ¢ said letter. was read, and) the resign this year, be allo 
tion received. a1 / : ) Ali motion by 

William Barnes was unahimously apilhigted) Treasufer of this association, B | | Rfpoited, The 

Francis Walker, from the committee vinted las¢ year to visit the Pearl Rive: [i ined}by the chu 
chureb, reported that himself dnd J.ilgMartin had tomplied with the request ‘Spy ulix No. : 
the agociation, und found spid church die in pedee and order,” but destitute of a 5 On ee by 
stated ministry; and that| they advis#™ thé church to endeavor to procures MEY | Rysoleed, Thi 
minister. 


ee 


: Bi cou try tit large, 

. | m) lo > 

The clerk stated. that the associationdok had been conveyed to him since’ our Be | 0! wifrship on iF 

last Session, and that he had obtaind satisfactory assurances that the foriit: B | beng met togeth 

clerk of this body had used good endea fiir, notwithstanding the failure, to esi 2% pene fl 

the safe.and speedy transferrence of snidfook tb his sticcessor. Bj vpild craciousl 
Giles Sumrall, a messenget from the I 


f River Association now arrived, and, on Bp) owstitss by his qu 
invitation, took a:seat. 


Took up the query from the church atiintioch, viz:, What should a church do 
with a man who is a membes with them 


preaching declares that Jesus Christ d& S No) 
erated ; and that the actual\blood of Chat is no better than the blood of any other PPNEAX, NO. 1. 


nd pastor over them, and who in bis 
hot know his people until they are regen- om t 


man; and who will hold forth the Bibk 


can prove any thing jhe pleajes by that I 


On motion, a committce ¢onsisting. o 


pointed to prepare an answ r; who iinr 
in a short, space oftime retu d, and rey 


the kacred desk, anid declare that ti 
kk ? 

artin, Barnes, and Robertson, was 4) 
b ately withdrew for that purpose, aa 

ed the following : : 


Appointed W, 

| agsoqiation, and 
Or@ered, that 

int the usual way 
On asuggestiv 


Answer. In the opinion of this asso 


ion, such expressions are dishonoringt) BT Wp tuinisters 
the cause of God, and calculated todo 


ury to the minds of the hearers; an! a, : aoe 

that, if any minister persists the tise offhch language, after having been duly a! year, in t ie 

monished of the faprSpetaty| is the du ofthe church to which he belongs to , raat rawfore 

forbid him to exercise the ministerial ofi@i The foregoing answer being read, wai to pee _ Br 

-unanimously approved. ; th -- J eceivec” cont 
An overture from the church at Hebrd propiosing’that the Constitution of this N 7 gree 

association be published with these Minufs, was taken up, and unanimously agree’ “ts 2 — 

to.’ (See Appendix No«3 )| el , ai eae 
An overture from the church: at Hep Hah, suggesting to this association t a then the 

propriety of taking under conkideration expetliency of a Baptist State Conver wh np 

tion, to be composed of delegates from al © associations in this State, was takes \pVeLL Rop 

up- And, asthe members of this body wi Hot/acquainted with the mindsvl ti 

churches which they g-gn on this @bjeet, it was agreed to recommen! | 

the churches to take the s ject under MarMirtial advisement, and signify to 

next association, by their letters or delegife# their wishes in reference to it. 
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cfurch at Ramah b¢ ving, petitioned fora Tetter of diemission from this asso- 

¢intipn, in oriler to unite with the Mississippi, it was ordered that it be granted. 
1A freod to hold the next session of this Association with the church at Strong 
River Simpson county : to fominence on Saturvay before the second Sabbath in 
Sentpmber next. ; 

Ot motion by N /. Robertson, Jt 

Rbsolved, That this Asso¢iation feels dceply sensible of the loss she sustains by the 
death of our beloved broth¢r Istam. Russet, who has been removed from his labors 
sinc? our Jast annual meeting. 

Of-motion by J. P. Martin, 

Risolved, That our corresponding messengers td the Leaf River Association, for 
tllis year, be allowed ten d@llars each. . 

Ati motion by J. Pow ell} ‘ 2 
Rtpolved, That we reoorpine snd to the churches a suitablé form of letters to be 

fs the churches ‘in dismissing their members to join other churches. (See 

| Appendix No, 2 ; , 
+ Of motion by: N. Robertson, Jr., j ‘ ' 


f hari That in view] of the present deplorably cold state of religion in our 
Sj cgu 


Htryit large, we recommend to our churches fo meet at their respective places 


a Be : . ° Sts : . 
lolwhrship on Friday before the fourth Lori's day in December next; and that, 
) | being met together, with fapting and humiliatian, je confess our sing, and pray God 


i ams and pardon} and that lie would no longer hide his face from us, but 


‘ 
; Wot graciously revive his work in our hearts, pnd turn many sinners to righte- 


i by his quickening pirit 
TH corresponding letter|to the Yazoo A at ti was now presented, read, and 
1 


iportived. 


Kggolved, That the com nite ‘eon presching bel instructed to prepare an article 
op thht sul ject, and delive t it to th 1e clerk for insertion in the Minutes, .(See Ap- 
nix No. I. | \ 
she inted William’ Fortenbe try to preach the introductory sermon for the next 
mation, and Williarh Denson his alternate. 
Hered, that the Clerk guperintend the printing and distribution of the minutes 
int thoea way. 
Of aisuggestion by S. D. Worthington, a visiting minister, 
The auinisters present, at the requestof the Afsociation, | agreed to travel and 
pteath’as much ns their citcumstances will permit, during the ensuing association- 


| al yar, in the following |dual order, viz:—Martin and Murray —Benson and 


Be ie cadtind walk Robertson—Powell and Price—Fortenberry and Simmons 
+Migee and Brakefield, ‘ 


> . i = ‘ ‘ se 
Reeiver’ contributions amounting to one hundred and nineteen dollars, and 


fity gents. 
Sung ahymn, The Moderator delivered to thp delegates an safiec tious ute ad. 
tess Prayer was offered by Jokn l. Martin: 
‘A then the Association / Adjourned. . : 
JESSE CRAWE? IRD,..Moderalor 
n a) 
NOBFRTSON, Je., Clerk, 
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‘ No. 1. ] 
[Prepared by the Commiullee on Preaching. ] . 

in Thursiluy a small epngregation atténdéd at! the stand; god were, addressed 
¥ Moflit, Cader Pri¢e, and Stephen Berry. | Gn F riday James Murray, Nor- 
’ Granberry, F ranti$ Walker, and Jesse Young pre ached toa good collection 
rsons, and the services were closed by James Bailey... On Saturday there wis 
congregation in attendance, which was addressed by Giles Simral, William 
dou 8. i: Worthingtgn, and James I ~owedl, ih succéssion; and, in conclusion, 
— irtia gave au @xbortation, The asse a wag nite large on the Sab- 
Norve : 1B. Cranberry, James Baile , and Norvell Robertsap, Jr., 

Martin concluded the servic t by exhortation and prayer. 


———$—— 


No. 2. | % a 
FORM GE A LETTER OF) DISMISSION. 


or Mississirri,?) 





} —— County. 5 : , 
Wie the B: iptist Churehj of Christ, at —, hqlding the doctrines of particular 
halle n, effectual calling, final perseverance of U we saints, &¢., de’ hereby certily 


hj our beloved brother (or sister) is im fellowsh ip with us, and when juined to any 
otlitht churgt, of the same |faith and order, as d lismissed froin, us. 
tina hy rder of the Chureh in conference aksqmbled, this day of — 15 
| A.°B., Moderator. 
. Dui | Clerk. 
ae 


‘ No. { ¢ ‘ 
CONSTITUTION OF THE PEARL nibh BAPTIST ASSOCLATION. 
We, tht Churches of Jebus Christ, who have bepn regularly baptized upon a pro- 
fessfort of our faith, are [convinced of the newegsity of a combination of chutch- 
(8, nd of maintaining! \a corresponslenc e, for) the preserving a federal unida 
amdtgst all the churches of the sajne “faith ancl order. We,.therefore, do 
ee 
tree to unite a 2 form ourselves into an Association, upon the following 


brintiples, namely.: if 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


1, We believe in ONE bnly true and living GOD, and that there is & Trinity of 
rersons in the Godhead-4the Father, the Son, und the Holy Ghost, equal in power 
high glory. | : 
+, We-believe that the|:’criptures of the Old and New ‘Testament, were gurens 
pi ispiration of God; ate of Divine |Authofity, and. tle only, rule of faith and 
bri fice, : . 


i We believe in the taf] of Adam; in the imputation of hissin to all his peetggits : 


/" (he totuldepravity of | Human Nature, and in M i's tyability ta_restore Ti 


} 


ee 
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ee 
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8. We believe good works are the 
are evidences of a Etaciows state, a 
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the happiness of the righte¢ 
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2.. We believe that Jesus Christ is th 
that the government is with the body, 
privilege of each member thereof. | 

3. We believe that Baptism and thi 
pointed by Jesus Christ, and are to bd 
coming. 
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9. The Delegatés thug chosen and convened hall be: denominated The Peart 
ise , 


| Riper Baptist Association. 


4. This Associatian. shall have a Moderator apd Clerk; who shall’ be annually 
chosen by a mojority-of the members present. ‘ ' 

'b. If new Churches desire to be admitted into this Union) they shall ‘petition by 
Tetterfind delegates. And if, on examination, found otthodox and orderly, shall 
be received by the Association, and manifested by the -Moderator’s giving their 
delegates the right hand of fellowship, 

6. No Church in the Union shall have a right to more than two delegates until 
she shall exceed one hundred members. Then she shall have a right to an addi- 


4. Every query sent to the Association, by any Church jn.the Union, shall be 


> fread, and put to vote by the Moderator, whether it shall be debated; and, if there 


shall be a majority for it, it shall bé taken up and‘investigated : Provided, always, 
that there be first considered which affect the Union of the Churches. 

8. Every motion made and second¢d shall be taken up by the Association, ex- 
cept it be withdrawn by| the person who made it: 

9. Only one person shall speak at once, who shill rise from his seat and address 
the Moderator. : 

10."The petson thus speaking shall. not be interrupted, except -he depart from 
the subject, break the rules of decorim, or cast reflections on a brather, in which 
case he shall be immediately called to order by ghe Moderator. 

11. No person shall speak more than twice 4 


the same subject, without leave 
of the Moderator. ‘ 


12, No brother shall finally depart from the Conference without leave of the 
Astociation. a) 


\ 


’ 


3. The Moderator shall have the liberty of speaking to any question that may 


(isteted, provided the Chair be previously filled; and have the privilege of 


Voting, only when the Association is equally divided. ae 


ften as the Association deems exppdient. 
5. We think it absolutely necesdary to have an Association fund, for defray- 
ing the expenses of the same. For the raising ahd supporting of which, we think’ 


i ka The names of the delegates ‘shall be enrolled by the Clerk, and called over 
as : 


it the duty of each Church in the Union to contribute euch ‘sums as they may deem , 


proper, and send by the hands of their delegates to the Association. And the 
money thus ¢ontributed by the’ Churches shall be deposited in the hands of a 
Treasurer, by the Association appointed, who shall be ‘accountable to the Asso- 


ciation for all moneys by him received and paid out, according to the direc- 
tion of ‘the same. : | 
16. 


and sign 


. Ne] 
he Minutes of the Association shall be read (and corrected, if neceessary,) 
ed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Association rises. 


' 


THE POWERS OF THE ASSOCI ATION. 

1. Itshali be the business of this Association to provide for tho general union of 
the Churches. ’ 4 
ed To keep up a friendly correspondence, (when convenient,) with those Asso- 

“ations of the'sanie faith and order. | 
3. This Association shall have no power to! ldgd it over God's heritage, nor in- 
‘ndge upon any of the internal rights|of the Chugches. 
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vite ®-loved Brethera A desire to @lify the body ot Christ has inthoduced a 
+ depomination, which custom is of long standing, of offering to the, 


Cans SB ciplom in ou 


truction, admonition, ‘&c., through the medium of a circular 


vice, an 


> ’ a ° 
In ecoformity, with this custom, it i our design at present to expose the 


| of covetousness, and watn you against the ‘alarming progress of this 
to your best interests} All that are born of God ‘must readily 
sclves in opposition to af enemy, which evinces so deep a malignity 
d-aid his people. Anji let us beware, lest while we join in the 
} 


a 


ee if this evil be not in us. We take it for' granted, that you are 


reprebhension of allowed covetousnessy we neglect to seurch our 


import of thp term, and ares apprised of the peculiar 

res in the character of this sin; yet, it may not ‘be improper, briefly to 
»what the Holy Ghost has said on this subject. Covetousness niay be known, 

ine degree, by a consideration pf the sins with which it is associated.. The 

h places it in company with the.crimes of “shedding innocent 

pn, and violence.’ ‘Ihe Apostle Pau).gives a denomination; which 

ubject it to our abhorrence :| he says, it is idolatry... “The covetous man 
onsidered equally destitute of qualifications necessary fer the kingdom of God, | 
with adultdrers, drunkards, and extortioners, Covetousness 1s altogether incom-{ 
pptibic with the lively and sensible exercises 6f ‘vital godliness. ‘The abstraction 
ofthe thoughts and desires from the world ; the elevation of the soul above the 
j@ishing vahities of time, and the captivity of all the affections to the empire 
ofl reigning grace, are some of the distingnishing traits in'a godly frame. Such a 
{rRme implies the unreserved subjection of our inward faculties to the will of God; 
it}tupposes a; defire to be fushione{l according to the direction of his will; for, 
ef an apostle, “what things were gain to me, those I counted ‘loss for Christ ; 

* yda, doutrtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord.” “if yé be ‘risen with-Christ, ieek those things which 

ate above.” But covetousness' seeks those things which ute below,! and, conse 
ae utly, its tendency drags down the soul to sensuality and earth. ‘The religion 
which is trom above, enables its possessor | to look on the. world with a holy 
ilificrence, An to realize pleasures and enjoyments more sublime than any tpat 
earth cau aflord, ‘They, therefore, must be very foreign from the spirit of this 
téligion, who pursue with prevailing eagerness projects of gain and worldly 
emolument.° The word of God informs us, that “they that will be rich, fall 
info temptation aud a snare, and info many foolish and hurtful lusts, w hich drown 
aifa-in destruction and perdition.? ,They incur the peril of the most ruinous 
tefuptations, and become liable to the most imposing seductions of the world. 
We need ngt.a’ more conclusive jevidence of the dévay of vital, godliness in 
the heart than a visible growing cpncerp, productive of presebt enjoyment. A 
“i drative disregard to earthly) possessions has always been characteristic 
ol times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord ;” and, on the other hand, a 
“échining state of religion has always been marked ‘by contentions for property, 
atk inere asinug desires after wealth and worldly. advancentent. | ‘lheylesires and 
\ eee which flow from a sanctifled heart, are hke sé many unpolluted streams 
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good | fountain it ifcor. foushes mingle 
become turbid and loathdome—« gdod man, out of the 
his heart, bringeth forth lgootk this ;7' if, however, his he 


_ Covetousness, it will spread a dead had@'over all his works. How great then p »3¢ Shall 
must that evil be which bpposes F gfowth in vital godliness, by spreading 4 have entrut 
a sickly complexion over ottr spiritullrame@? Well did St. Paul say to TimoQy, = ity rior a 
“charge them that are ricly in this tld, that they be not high-minded, nor true — Ww hout covet 
in uncercain riches, but in the livingiipd, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy lvgh said, ! 

that they do good; that they be ricgilin good works; ready to distribute; willing H aveu shoul 
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3? Shall we withhold our trust from Him who is so trust-worthy? And if 


have entrusted hifa with our souls, can we not also entrust, him with things off 
The Lord says in bis word, let your conversition eo 


iciat employment for their faculties in the contemplation of their treasure 
“are needs no proof, It is an essential privilege of every believer to have his 
¢ 
hig life, animated by the “ joy set before him.” For where his treasure is, there 


iyersation in Heaven; ito have the purposes of his heart, and the principles.of 


will: his heart be also;” hence we see the impossibility of reconciling heavenly 
winded ness with the disquieting influence of a covetous disposition. .. 

Covetousness not unfrequently leads men to extortion and fraud; being actuated 
by an unconquerable thirst far gain, they grind the faces of the poor, disregard 
tie cries of the fatherless and widows, and fill theé} houses with the gain of 
oppression. Extortioners have no part in the kiygdom of Heaven; and God will 
plead the cause of all who are oppréased and defrauded. He therefore enjoins, 
“that io man go beyond, and defraud his brother, because the Lorp is the 
avenger of all such.” ‘The fraud and oppression of the extortioner may escape the 
notice of man, nevertheless “it shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands 
slall be given him,” by 

Selfishness is another trait in the character of a covetous.man; and it predomi- 
nates toan awful extent in the human heart. Neither is it confined to the unbe- 
lieving profligate, but too frequently discovers itself in those who profess to be 
followers of the meek and. beneficeut Jesus. This contracted principle renders 
men uncharitable, illiberal, and callous to the crics of the destitute, and the groans 
of the afllicted, Distribution to the necessities of others is an important christian 
duty ; but those under the influence of a selfish disposition continually meditate 
an increase of goods; but they have little or nothing to bestow on any object 
which does not ptomise them some individual benefit. But “whoso hath this 


. world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
i passion from him—how <dwelleth the Jove of God in him? My little children let 


us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” How foreign 


_ {rota the mind which was in Christ must that principle be, which restrains tbe 


principles of charity and opposes the exercise of genuine benevolence! Brethren, 
the principle which produces this effect is covetousness, and was evidently the occa- 
sian which required that solemn caution of our Saviour, “Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for a man’s life consisteth uot in the abundance of the things he 
poksesseth.” In a word, it is difficult to say what evils do not grow out of covetous- 
h¢ss: “For the love of money is the rout of all evil, which,, while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, anu pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows,” . : 
; The consideration which above all others discovers the enormity of covetousness 
is;-that itis idolatry. That which receives the greatest share ef a man’s thoughts 
oe ' a ar is worthy of our earliest and latest ‘thoughts; yemembrance of 
imag 7 ightful exercise of the mind; it is an act of religious worship, ,by which 
€ 1s manifested to God. But the thoughts of a coyetous man are wholly 


> ave in schemes of worldly gain; these employ his;meditations by day, and his 
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rify unto himself peculiar peo} le, zealous of ¢ vood works.” . Dearbrethren, in the 
fear of God and inthe épirit of brothe Fly affection, , we'exh ort you to take this 
subject into serous at d pri ayerful consideration, and ins stitute +a course of strict 


* ¢gdamination into yout own hearts, and see if there ig no ei irthly. object which 


eligrosses & larger share of your affections than what is cons siste nt with the require- 
mbuts of your Heave nly Father; let ys deal faithfully and candidly with ourselycs; 
le i. snot shrink from the exposure Of an c vil, though its deformities should be 
u iH olded in our own hearts, fo@the love-of the world produc es a general disease in 


And while age and experience counteract and remove maby 


mts piritual franie. 
dixorders, they orily stren ethen the habit of a covetows minds Beware how you 


influls » a passion so injurious to your own souls, and so, offens sive to God. “For 
nf atsoever naman soweth, that shall he also reap; for he that soweth to the flesh, 
h reap corruption; but he that sowe th to the spirit shall of the spirit 
“The frier ane of the world is enmity against|God.” 


stiall of the flest 
reap hie everlasting .? 
Worldly mintledness has for its object, tinful gré tification: . This spark of corrup- 
tion, though it may pays for virtue among its vote iries int general, and to durselves 
eon ni portant, may in the event prove dangerous to our spiritual joy, For 
ldune s of soul Will be the portion of those whose minds are intoxicated with world- 
ly views and desires. 

We are well aware that God has betowed on ue mi: iny blessings which, we| are to 
rdéeive with thanksgiving; but temporal blessings are of no value,only as they fit 
udbetter to seftve God, We are the stewards of Ged, arid commanded to loye out 
ivighbor as ourselves. Are theremo objects of charity? ‘May we not ulways em- 
rplus to soe important religious purpose ? And Ged, wham we profess 
to serve, and fron whpse fullness we de riye all oug we alth and comfort, re quires us 
to. impart of our substance fo the furtherance of the gospel, and the advancement 
Then how inconsistent must those be, who readily give their best 
and as readily withhold their support... How contra- 
By their profession they declare that 


ploy our eu 


of his kingdom 
wishes-and their prayers, 
(lictory to their pdofeniees and-their prayers! 
they feel a deep concern for the conversion of sinners; and, in their prayers, they 
entreat that the kingdom of Christ may speedily come in power, but withhold 
that pecuniary aid qehich would contribute to the a complishment of this 
important object. Brethrenit isa matter worthy of our most inquisitive atten- 
tion, that those State orsections of country, where yr denomination has been 
most zealous andl active in the dissemination and support of, the — anid. felt 
s deep interest in the ‘subject of ministerial education, and 1 othe r bene rvolent ob-+ 
s, have received the most signal tokens of divine approb: it}on: the cause of God 
prospers in their hands, and their sovls are “refreshed trom’ the presence of the 
Lad? * ‘The glory of God and the salvation of sinners should ‘intere st our minds 
and excite our zeal. Set your affections on things aboye, not on things on earth; 
cast out every idol from his temple, and seek that hope whjch maketh not asham- 
ed; and account all things but loss for the exgellency of the know ledgé of Christ, 
ae every undue indulgence ofthe flesh as dangerougtd growth in grace; and 
let the lage and communion of God be the rich banquet of your souls. . W alk ho- 
hestly asin the day, taking heed to yoyrsclvcs, lest at any time yout hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and the cares of this life. And may the 


gtace of our Lord Jesus Chriet be with youall. Amen. 
JESSE GRAW FORD, Moderator. 


Noryexs Rosertson, Jr., Clerk. 
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MINUTES. 


A SATURDAY, Serr. 10th, 1836: 

1} \Br. William Fortenberry, who was appointed to pteach the introductory, 
apdjalso his alternate William Denson, being absent, Br.' Norvell Robertson, Jr. 
delifered a discourse from Zech. 6th chap. and part of the 13th verse, “And-he 
shall be a priest .upon his throne.” ' 

2. After an interval of half an hour the delegates fromthe severa) Churches 
“assembled in the Meeting house, and brother Jesse Crawford opened the business 
by singing and prayer. eye's 

4., Read, the letters from the churches, minuted their state, and enrolled the 
names of the delegates, ' 

4,|Jesse Crawiord and Norvell Robertson, Jr., were re-elected Moderator and 
Clerk. ; Fa 
5, Br. Williaa Barnes was appointed assistant Clérk. a f 
é} Received communications from sister associations, as follows, to wit: From 
the Mi issippi, aletter and packet of Minutes, by the hands of theit messengers, 
Chadtles Felder and Zechariah Reeves; from the Leaf River, a letter and packet 
of Minutes, by the hands of their messengers, Norvell Robertson, Sen. and! John 
Mofiit; from the Yazoo, a packet of Minutes, by the hand of their messenger, 
Abnet Belcher, his colleague, Joel Harvey failed, and in consequince of bis fail- 
ure their letter did not reach us} from the Union, ‘ packet-ef Minutes, by the 
band of their messenger, James Phigpen, Jr., whoee colleague, Elisha Flower, 
also thiled, and by reason of his failure we werp disappointed in receiving any 
léttey from them. The meséengers aforesaid, on invitation, “accepted 
W, ad assisted by their counsel in the business of the Assuciation., 
"arom with sister associations was drranged as (dllows, viz: Rob- 

to write to the Mississippi ; Crawford and Simmons messengers; Crawforil 
to write to the Union; Powell and Robertson messengers; Barnes to write to the 


seuts with 


Leaf River; Walker and Murray messengers; Berry to write to the Yazoo;. 


Martin, Crawférd and Powell messengers . 

&, Opportunity being offered, br. Stephen Berry, delegate from the church at 
Antioch, Scott county, presented a letter from said church, praying udmission 
into this body, and on examination as to her faith aud order, she was accordingly 
received, | : a ras \ 

9. A committee was appointed to revise the circular and arrayge the business 
of the association, consisting of Martin, Walker and Jones, with, the Moderator 


and tk; and the messengers from the sister associations were requested to sit 
with the committee, 


10. ‘Brethren Powell, Barnes and Burkitt, were appointed a comtnittee to ar- 
fangs the preaching during the session. 


\L|'The Moderatar prayed, and the Association adjourned to meet. again on 
Monday, at 9 o'clock A. Mb.< 
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+ body, a committee, consisting of brethren Pucker ind Price, wa App yinted 

visit hér, and report tothe next association. ~ “i 

4, Agreed that the wext association be held with the church at ‘Ebenezer. Co 

wton county, to commence on Saturday before the secont] Sabbathin Septem- 

ir next. : 

»5, Agreed that thé messengers to the Yazoo association receive fifteen dollar 

ach, : s 


26, Appointed brother Robertson ‘to write the ¢ircular letter for next year. 


ie 


27, Appointed brother Fortenberry to preach; the introddctdry, sermon at the; 


ixt association, and brother Denson his alternate . Ite 

28, Appointed the Clerk to superintead the printing oni t distribution ot th 
inutes; and ordered that he receive for his services two dollars per day, and 
icepsary expenses, ‘ 

4. Agreed to recommend to the chureties the dbservanes of’ the 35th d 
December next, a$ a day of fasting and prayer for spiritual blessings. 

+). Took up cantribétions from the churches, amounting {6 o 


irty six dollars, » 1 


And the Moderator adjourned the Association by exhortation ahd prayer 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Stat The Pearl River Baptist Association, 
wate, To the Churches composing the same, Greeting: 
ssesac Deak Bustaren: “ fr 


\ : ’ 
In offering you a circular address this yearywe know of no subject to 
which itis more necessary to call your attention, than the consideration of cbris- 
tian duty, and obedience in the same. Not that we claim. any authority over 
you to regulate your lives‘and condtct, otherwise than as an advisory council, to 
point out to you those duties, and to encourage you in performing then gal all 
for the glory of God, and your peace and happiness in this world. , For-it must 
be manifest to all who read the Scriptures with humble prayer, that a want of 
these things is the cause of the great declension discoverable in the churches,at 
this time—that is, a neglect of duty, and taking hold of thé workl. For what- 
ever maf have been the forms of government by which the church has been regu- 
lated, itis by these mean’ that she has become backslitiden—under the’ cloud—or 
in distress. “Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine 
ordinances, and have not kept them.’’—Mal. 3,7. “For if ye live after the flesh 
ye shall die."—Rom. 8,13. Some perhaps may be ready to say that we can do 
nothing; but this is trae only when applied to the splyation apd conversion of 
our souls, It is, manifest that we can do, or our Meayenly Father and kind Re+ 
emer sever would have required so many things to be done by his children, : 
And these are tv be done for two reasons; first, to exhibit the glory of God; and 
seconcly, for the peace and comfort of our oWN souls. For first, it is impossible 
for the men of the world to do thase things which the church is under obligation 
todo; (“thou shalt love thine enemy,”) and when they se these things done, 
they are constrained to say, the Lord is with these people indeed,’ and so they will 
fall down and worship God, What ‘tise, brethren, has the Lord' for his churgh 
here, if it is not to, work for him ; or, which is the same, as an instrument through 
which he will work? We hear him say, “I will make thee.a new sharp thfeshing 
instrument.”"—Isa. 41, 15., In that lie would make it new, we'may_gnderstand 
that he would change the form of government, and give them ability through the ° 
abundance of grace and the assistance of the Holy Spirit, to thresh them spiritu- 
ally, as he had heretofore done literally. Again, we hedr him say, “Thou art; : 


2 muy battle-axe, and weapons of war; for with thee will I break'in pieces the na- 
33" tous, and with thee will I destroy kingdoms.”"—Jer. 51, 20. Exactly in ‘accor- 
2a dance with this is that notable expression of our Lord in the fifth chapterof Mat; 


thew, 14th, 15th and 16th verses: “Ye are the light of the world. A city that 
sgt on @ hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a\pandle, and put it under a 
buihel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto adl that are in the house. 
Let your light 80 shine before men, that they may see your gobd works and glorify 
yout Father which is in heaven.” Dear brethren, if the ehurch is the light of 
the orld, in what profound darkness must those people of ‘the world be in, who 
Ave} hear those’churches which shine with so little lustre! , Again, “Ye are the 
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¢ fender evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both 
pong yourselves and toward all men. : Rejoice evermore; pray without ceas- 
w; jn every thing give thanks, for this is the will of \Go(l jn Christ Jesus concern- 
» yb. Quench not the Spirit; déspise not prophesyings; prove all things; hold 
it t it which is good ; Abstain from all appearance of evi!;! and the very God 
pace sanctify you wholly.”. Now brethren, this address was made by, Paul 
thi church at Thessalonica, and it has an equal bearing upon all the churches 
of God. Such a course of conduct would indeed put down the foot of Gods 
jwép upon the earth. It does not appear that. these duties were enjoined upon 


e ministers, but ministers (Paul, Silas and Timothy; s¢e o. 1'and v. 1,) enjoined , 


sa bn the church; and we think we may say that this is the duty of the whole 
uroh, so far asit agrees with their impressions, for where impressions are a¢cor- 
ingto the word of God, we may go ferward in hope. | But.how many seein to 
vench the Spirit in these days? and how little engagedhess in others to stir them 
p. Some even despise to hear others preach because they are not largely | gift- 
|. We are to “prove all things,’ not merely by going to see or hear, or by,our 
wn thoughts, but by the word of God. ‘The Apostle |hext overlooks the more 
wise ind outbreaking crimes, as though it was not.suflicient,to avoid them only, 
ut calls upon us to scrutinize the forms and fashions of the! World, and if we 
iscover in them eyen so much as the appearance of evil, to| have-no fellowship 
ith) ther. What shall we say to this? Or rather what shall we say to our- 
lves, when wé so far accommodate our children as to permjt them to go to balls 
nd dances? And in view of this how will brethren justify themselves in attend- 
ng theatrical shows? for both this and the other have the effect to draw the af- 
ectipns from Goud. It is pur duty to flee from these, ag well as from every other 
jashionable vice and sinful amusement. Beware of coyetousness and the pride 
f life; and be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renew- 
ngaf your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable,and per- 
ect will of God. I. 

We should see that every thing is done decently and in arder in the church. 
Ai there be. spiritual gifts and-useful qualifications in the church, ‘they should be 
ought dut, ane to each should be assigned hie proper work., None should bejidle, 
or ally doing a work for whicli he is not qualified, How distressing it is, and 
lo how prejudicial to the interests of a chatch, for her|deacon, or even his wife, 
nat to possess the requisite scriptural -qualificatiohs, And if this is not noticed 
by the church, the individual feels it himself; he sees and deplotes that the Lord?s 
worl, goes undone, or what is equally as bad, is done to no good purpose. And 
this applies with equal justice and vastly more importance to sending out a man 


to preach, whe is only gifted in exhortation. It is true that we need preachers, 


amd we should pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his har- 
vets, but we would do better without, than to send out ér receive such as the 
Lord} has not qualified forthe work of the: gospel ministty... The same may te 
val With resptct of them whom the Lord hath qualified indeed. For the plan 
which he has laid down: for their preaching and support is sq / different from the 
news pf some professors, that to one that is not acquainted, ‘it would séem that 
we Were not all taught out of the same book.. For passing over all the nieta- 
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The same may be said of all wh God hath sent to preach his gospel, whethe DSP , and ce 
they be our pastors or not, For P: (lid nos pretend to hold the pastoral offer; udge his hear 
but was one of the*greatest missioniiides of the crogs, going from country to com aught to lear 
try, planting the standard of the Giles wherever he went. For while he was iim (ii great offic 
Thessalonica the Paaspelies sent @Bhim vhce and again—Phil. 4, 16; and al hd wor is un 
they sent agaig to him while at Ro Sa Wwe see that the practice of supporting tions who w 
travelling -preachers is a \primitivdlllractive. Injleed “although money ner om Ones, 
would buy religion, yet rekizion alviliiys has eést money or money's worth, fra Gano? Wh 
Abel's lamb to the present] day.” vas beén said by some that the whole M+ {Mi Mspired them 
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onld be holy and without blame before him.in love. For “we are created in 
ist Jesus unto good wotks;” and again; “Christ gave himselfifor ‘us that he 
ight redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people zeal- 
s of good) works; God Will have no. work but what is good, and the whole 
hich he appointed he fordordained for us to walk in2’—Eph. 2,}0. Good works 
soe in faith, both by ministers and niembers. He commissioned his ministers to 
tach the | gospel to every creature, the world over; “go Ye into all the world,’ 
They, therefore, whp preach, need not fear going tog far till they get out of 
s habitable parts of his earth. ‘And this term, “his earth,” must, in this plage, 
ipply.to all the world, (and not to some-of the nations ¢lected,) for this plain 
Hison, a remnant of all nations shall be saved. Now, he commandeth all men, 
ery where, to repent., And as it was in the days of David, so it was in the days 
the-Apottle, and so alsq it is in this day; now, now is the accepted time—pote 
ej day of salvation. And upon their continuing imppnitent, God threatens 
bm. with eternal damnation from his presence forevermore, where the worm 
eth not and the fire is not quenchéd. Now if God has |predestined his pegp!e 
salvation, and saves them through the use of medns, then the wliole appears 
in; for they can never believe without they bear, nor gan they hear without a 
acher. In view of this who would refuse to assist in spreading the gospel far 
d near? But some men perhaps will say, “how much will it require?” This 
phquiry: is unwise; “The silver is mine and the gold is mine, saith the Lord. of 
bb s.°Hag. 2,8. Dedicate therefore, yourselves to the Lord, with all that yau 
fave, then will you be ready to answer every call that God in his providence 
tall make in behalf of his cause. No doubt it will require considerable; the 
pybole world is tp b¢ gone over. When the tabernacle was,to be built they 
’ 


, 
‘ 
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fpought of their gifts till there was a sufficiency.'’ Also when Joseph and Mary 
pok their fight into Egypt, God put it into the hearts|of the wise men to give 
hem;—“they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts, gold, frankin- 
ense and myrrh,” Deaf brethren, it seems needless further to multiply Scripture 
pan Scripture. If God calls a minister by his word and Spirit to preach the 
pspel, and constrains him by love to do.so, even among the héathen, who shall 
udge his heart contrary to hisacts? And every minister of God has learned or 
ight to learn to be content with necessary food and raiment. They take not 
his great office upon them for wealth’s sake, for a necessity is laid upon them, 
bd.wor is unto them if they preach not the gospel. In view of these conside- 
tions who will be idle? | Truly, we need learned preachers, but we also need 
talous ones, who will go|forth and trust to God?s word for a support. Where is 
Gano? Where isa Marshall? Where is a Silas Mercer? Is the spirit which 
ired them with zeal gone with them? Nd. For Christ's sake, then, brethren, 
tus be up and doing, whether we be at home or in a far,country. While our 
. and daughters are in sin—while the whole earth is in q state of dedth-——while 
ons of Adam’s race are bowing down in stupid idolatry, and no God known 

ong them better than a Juggernaut or a Gaudama, let us give. ourselves no 

tet “till the righteousness go forth as brightness, and the salvation, theréof as a 
mp that burneth.”.—Isa. 62,1. While the gates of are opening to fo- 
as missionaries, the privileges of our own country is open to us; let us go 
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hunter. Dear brethren, the work of God must go'on, and if the churohes capinpt 
ster into it, then those of) Christ's servants, who feel the duty, must form Socie 
es. For he has said “many shall ran to and fro, and knowledge: shall bp in- 
reqsed.”"—-Dan. 12, 4. | And again, “he shall have déminion from’ sea to se ay 
nd ftom the river to the ends of the earth; they that dwell in the wildbtticns 
nalk bow be fore him, and/his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of {Tarshish” 
nd the isles shal] bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gilts; ed, 
ji kings shall fall down before him; all nations shall i him,??—Ps. a 8, 9} 10. 
gain, “princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethigpia iall ‘soon stretch out her 
bands unto-God. Sing y¢ unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth.”’—Ps. 6 31) 32. 
‘urther, if the body of thie man « sin. be dead, and his Spirit is to be aeid by 
he sword of the Spirit, may we n pe that God will hotior the American peo- 
»le with that work here as well as * Burmah? ‘Thousands of‘ the adherents of 
he pope have fled to America to strengthen themselves; but what can they do, 
f we keep Church and State ap: art? so’ that every mah muy sit under hi own 
e and his own fig tree, dnd none to make‘ him afr 't We can but’ Hope that 
rod will make a wonderful sacrifice in America, tr. ll for “a great fe st for the 
owls."—Ez, Let us then, dear brethren, hold on our way, aridjet any take heed 


how they fight against God ; because he ‘has said that he will dry up their right 
afm, and put out their right e ye It is true that this is a time|of great specula- 


jon, in government, medi¢ine ind religion; and whatever i is of as sechls tive or 
téligious nature ought to be contended against; yet we ought to contend with 
Jove; “union is strength ;”” we ought therefore to cultivate a greater uniph. And 
while we see by the publi¢é prints the disunion that has taken place lamong aA 
ndsiber of churches and associations:in the Lord’s vineyard in Ameri¢a, let us 
mburn over them, and pray for them, and pray also that we may not-fpll by the 
‘ame spirit. Finally, brethren, let us live as becomes the ‘g0spely tet brotherly- 
love continue. And whild we pray. “thy kingdom come ” Jet 28_use thie means 
that God has appointed fot that purpose. Let those. whomGod has appx linted to 
preach, go forth in the fulness and blessing of the gospel of Christ, te evefyjchurch, 
to every settlement, and to every place they can, and make known the [ 
tidings of a crucified and risen Jesus: Let them encourage ‘every ments which 
(od has seemed to bless for the march of truth and spread of} gospel light. And 
let the members hold up their hands, whether it be by their prayers or by their 
pecuntiary aid, | Let heads of families keep up an honorable disctptine—in_their — 


lorious 


‘houses, before their children and servants, that God’s people tnay look jlike an 


army withanners. | Andiif we should have a scene of tribulation, it will be but 
fr ten days. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, then shall we) all re- 
ceive a crown of glory; where we é shall join the, millionsiof the blood-washed 


throngs of all nations, to praise his name forevermore. ') 
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MINUTES, €&c. 


SATURDAY, Serr. 9th, 1837. 

_ M., brother William Fortenberry preached from 
nd chapter and latter part of the 47/b verse “And the Lord 
tothe church daily such as should be saved.” 

interval the Association assembled in the’ house, and 
Prayer was offered 


tson Sen. 
hurches were then read, and the usual .min- 


aker of their state and delegation. ° ‘ 
see Crawford and Norvell Robertson Jr. were re-elected Moder- 


ceived and read a letter from the Mississippi Associations by 
and o{ their messenger Elder H. D. F! Roberts, who upon inview 
» accepted a seat with us. We regret the failure of bis colleague 
+ T. Bond, and also-of their miautes. ; 
letter and parcel of minutes were also received fram the Leaf 
t Association, by the hands of their messengers Elders Norvell 
rtson Sen. and Jobn Moffett, who also accepted seats with us. 
milar communications were likewise received from, the Union 
bciation, by their messengers Elders James, Bailey and Jaines 
igpen Jr. who upon intitation took.seats with us. 
rranged correspondence with sister associations as, follows: Br. 
bertson to write to the Mississippi, Martin and Forteoberry mes~- 
ers. —White to write to the Union, Powell and Robertson mes; 
yers.—Powell to write to the Leaf River, Martin and Murray mes- 
ers. 
commi‘tee was appointed to arrange preaching during the. pre- 
i meeting consisting of, White, Burkitt, and Barnes. ~ 
‘A committee to revise the circular and arrange the business of the 
ciation was appointed consisting of N. Robertson Sen., H: DF. 
herts and W. Fortenberry, with the Moderator and Clerk. 
Brethren Denson and White were appointed a committee to exam- 
‘the Treasurer's accounts. \ 
Received a communication by the hands of brethren William Den- 
n and Cader Price, from a convention of delegates from a number 
churches, some of which are of this body; requesting this, associa- 
p-to assist them, by a/committee, in the arganization of a new afst- 
tion’ Whereupon brethren Powell, Martin and Robertson” Were 
ppointed to meet with them for that purpose at Mount Pisgah, vo 
turday before the fourth Lord's day in Novemberneixt. 
Adjourned ta mee} again on Monday 9 o'clock A.'M! 
Piayer by brother Powell, 


Pp “ . . ° 
Pursuant toan arrangement of the committee on preaching, the 


ingregation of the’ Lord’s day, was addresse d byt rethren Rober's, 
\y Rubertson Sen. and Crawitord; brother Bailey folluwed with) ex 
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, If there be any natural tgason why man should keep the Sabbath, 
su¢h reason must have = from greation, And if it: be man’s 
duty to rest on the Sabbath day and keep it holy, because the Lord 
rested in it, and sanctified and blessed it, the obligation thence aris- 
ing must have existed from the beginning. And. if any obligation a- 
ttses from moral principles, it must both be universal and have exist- 
edifrom creation. ' 

2. Wewill next enquire, whence arises the obligation to observe 
Sabbath day. And avoiding controversy as much. as possible, we 
take the broad ground that it is enjoined in the moral (dw. “The 
great and terrible God,” descended from Heaven upon the top of 
Sinai, clothed in the dreadful symbols of his holy majesty, and with 
his own finger, inscribed in the durable stone, these memorable words. 
“Rewempen THE SapBaTH DAY. TO KeEP 1T HOLY.” This cow- 
mandment, with nine others, came direct from the throne, while all 
the rest of God’s requisitions delivered to that people, were given 
through some intervening medium. Now there is no other commu- 
nication that has ever come from Heaven, under circumstances of sugb 
awful glory, that is hot of moral tendency; the reasons therefore for 
making this an exception, should not be trivial, but of more solema 
weight than any that have met our. observation. And we find this 
precept standing in the very midst of the decalogue, studded around 
by those injunctions which are manifestly and confessedly of immuta- 
ble and universal obligation. To infer that the Sabbath was not in- 
stituted: previously, from the circumstance of there, bejng vo mention 
made of its observance is, we think, an‘ujustifiable deduction, when 
we consider the darkness and obscurity which hangs over the early 
history of the world. Besides, it might have Leen observed, without 
any mention being made of the fact. Aid) further, ifithe fotal neg- 
lect of it could be proved, this would not prove that, it was not requi- 


ted. From Moses to the termination of David's reign, a period of 


about four hundred ang torty years, in which biblical, history is much 
more minute and.cire@frstantial than in the former, we fidd as litle 
evidence of attentiorfp the Sabbajh, and yet none could deny its ob- 
ligation, or perhaps waild assert its neulect. . 

To say that we d@Puot see the moral import, or ay natural rea- 
sonof such a duty, w* think is fallacious, because we do notiadmit 
that the premi-es are true. _ But if they were, \it is God's preroga: 
live to, conceul! his reasans, in order to try our fidelity.”, Besides, our 
obligation to obe lience in this, as to ev ery thing else, does net arise 
ftom the reason why t i precept is given, but from’ the authority of 
Him who commands; Fig we «know whence this proceeds. ° But in 
truth, to rest!/a portio di our time, is a duly which every man owes 
to himself and fam))gi¥and. those obligatians which we are under to 


| Our children and serv@pits, are not inferior in (uéir moral tharacter to 


atiy Other. 
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postotick inission Was’ exercised under the immediate direction ot 
tha Holy Spirit; and that the primitive saints.‘would fisruly have 
practiced (hus, without the sanction of the apestles. .The practice 
geem$ to have commenced on the very day of our Lord's pesurection, 
whien was the first day of the Week, and the disciples being assen 

bled, our Savior was pleased to favor them with Wis Gret public attan- 
ieytation, John 20: 19. . And-tt this ‘could be thought {6 have beeu 
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the day of Pentecost was the first day of the week admits of detjor 
sation, and has been proved by many learned men. On that day 
the disciples were “ with one accord in one place.” Acts 2: 1.” Thus 
e see thatthe Holy Ghost was miraculously poured out on the first 
dayof the week; and the perpetual reign of ‘the Spint was commen: 
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And Jet us all unitedly and individually, make a ‘persevering effurt to 


- rescue the bonor of the Lord’s day from those preVailing desecra- 


tions which pollute it. Much might be effected by the churches:in 
nis behalf if they would meet every Lord's day for religious wor- 
ship; and endeavor to induce their children aud servants to attend — 
‘And we exhort the churches to exclude from fellowship those who 

rostitute God's consecrated day to secular purposes. We solemnly 
charge the Ministers to vindicate the sanctity of the day, by loudly 
femonstrating against its abuse. We adinonish the deacons to an ex- 


, emplary observance of the Sabbath, as their lioly'walk is so essen- 


tial to the honor of religion. And let all sanctify the day as looking 
forward to that everlasting rest which remains for the people of God. 
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MINUTES, &e. ‘ 
3 SATURDAY? September St; 1638. 
th the absence of Elder Jesse Crawford, his alternate, John P, Mar- 
_ tin, delivered ‘a discourse introductory, from | Joba, Sd chapter and Ist 
vetve."Bebold what manner of love the Father bath bestowed upon 
ws that we should be called the sons of God.” 

Aiter a0 intermission of balf an hour, the delegates from the churches 
convened in the Meeting House, and on motion of br. Martin, , 

Br: James Powell was called to the chair; (br. Crawford, the Mode- 
fator for last year being absent,) and the assuciation was opened in the 
usval form. 

The letters from the churches were read, and the usual minutes taken 
of their state and delegatioa. 

Elder James Powell was elected Moderator, and Elder Norvell Rob- 
ertson jr Clerk. 

Upon, invitation, letters were presented from two churches recently 
constituted, to wit, Mount Zion, ‘Pike County, and Zion Hill, Marion 
pire Ayer letters being read and said churches found to be ofthodox and 
orderly, they were teceived into this association, and their delegates 
took seats accordingly. 

Received communications, viz: from Union Association a letter and - 
parcel of minutes by the hands of Elders James Bailey, and N. R, 
Granberry; trom the Leaf, River Association, a letter and parcel of min- 
utes by the hands of their messengers, Elders N. Robertson Seo, and 
John Moffitt; and from the, Misissipps, also a letter aod package of their 
minules, per Elders Z. Reeves and Jesse Young! theit messengers,— 
their other messenger, Elder C, Felder, having failed. The letters were 
read, and the cerresponding Messengers upon invitation, took seats with us, 

Br; Robertson was appwinted to'prepare a letter to the Mississippi As+ 
sociation, Br. Fortenberry to the Union, and Br. White to the Leat Riv- 
er. Brethren Crawford and Fortenberry were appointed messengers to 
the Mississipp) Association; brethren Taylor and Sandifer to the on 
and brethren Powell and Simmons tu the Leaf River. 

Br. Barnes was appointed assistant Clerk. 

ppointed committees as follows, viz:— 
0 atrange preaching during the present session,— Martin, Burkett 
tnd Barnes. 
Toarrange the business of the Association, — White, Walker'and Martin. 
To review the circular. letter,—Taylor, N. Roberison Sen., Reeves 
_ ind Portenbetry 

The committee on preaching repotted that they had appointed breth- 
ten Gragberry, Powell and Reeves to preach on to-morrow; and br, Bai- 
ley to conclude the services io whatever Way ‘circumstances and bts own 
views of duty might seem to dictate, 

Agreed to adjourn till Monday 9 o'clock .° M. 

Prayer by. bt. Taylor. 


LORD’SDAY, Semtember 9th. 
According to arrangement the bretbrea Granberry, Powell and Keeves 
Preached to a very large concourse of people. Br. Bailey closed the 
trligious exercises by an appropriate and encouraging ‘address from the 
Sand; many persons appeared to be affactéd; but planting and water 
ing ate al! in vain except the Lord shall give the increass. 
; ; ake 
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tamed | ov M4 ; “2 Total rec 
Called for correspon Jing letters, whiih were read and approved. Total disb 
The reference from tas y¢ar's mi ot the subject of the Pearl 
River Church was taken up add, Reso wheteas the Pearl River 
Church seems to have lost the distin racter of an indepeudent Balante 1 
church, by reason of removals and o dithinutions, we therefore re: 
commend the churches generally to re 
plication, such of her membe FHve fuad to be orderly, wivhout 
formal letters of dismission, died that the name of said church 
be dropped from our minutes. | F ik 
Took up the request trom the chore at Hebron desiring the epinine | ge 
of this arsocition as to whether it is @BBt fot a church, in cases of deal- 
ing, to hear testimony from petsons wiftare Hot members of the church, 
Alter some discussion a Commiliee wageppvilited to prepare on answer, 
said committee consisting of Martin, R@ierstson jr, Young, Moffitt, Gran 43 
berry and Lowe;—who having accor i 19 trained and reported an an- 
swer, it was, on the first reading reject After some further discussion, 
_ agreed to reconsider; aad upun|a recoommpration, (He answer was adopted, 
avd is as follows: We believe (bat them—may ibe cases in which i would 
be proper to hear testimony from otheipurces than that of church mem- 
bers, but we would recomme Hmbuiches to exercise a reasonable 
prudence in the exercise of thi} nf church discipline. - 
) Agrecd to correspond with the Pisgatigitsociation and in pursuance bro- 


ther White was requested to tier, and brethren Powell and 
Martin were appointed messengers. he letter prepared by brutber 
White was subsequently read aud appiimed. ' r 


The comm'tiee oo the circular repamid that they had examived said 
letier, and appecved of ‘the matier aa pbjtet: but did not fcel free to 
'yecommend erher ils adoption pr rejeqagmn ‘nereupon it was read be- 
fore the Association; Lu! as idre werdipme verbal corrections necesse 
ry to be made, the writer'at bis ow qurat, was permitted to witly 
draw it. A substitu’e was theo projusel Bid adupted,—which is appends 
ed to these minutes. - r Be B i 

Resolved ‘That the accessions madi » thip Association by bap'ise ) 
during the past year call for a Mast ane to God, and | 
should incite ws to more fervett and | se efing prayer tor stili qvre f 

' pich and extensive eflusinns of tis transite’ race, ; } 

Agreed to amend the rules of order § af 

Kerr. All cowmities shall be vow {ill 
to the eporeval of the assuciatiog. j 

On reritiox.—Letiers of iswiszia 
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t County-Line and Steens Creek ‘ 
* a tes int sothetio with the church, at ob Croats 
By, County, on Saturday before the second Lord’s day in prdaenn® 


1939, Brother Crawiord to preach the introdactory, brother Powell b 


eer ir. j ‘Circular letter for next 
Sr nahn mgm eat nm 
"Received: tbe contributions from the churches amounting to $ ae A 
oe : ‘ation by prayer and benediction.” 
Then the Moderator apie OPO *y y ts Moderator : 

- NORVELL ROBERTSON jr, er Poss | 
ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER'S CE 


Total receipts, se] - v5 
‘Total disbursements, © > 115,62- | 
49,33-1-4 


Balanse in fund, Wm. BARNES, Treasurer « 
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Marion, |Hesea Davis, C. B. Mulford, Fordsville, 
Pike. . Walker, Wm. Gulledge, Halmesville, 
Lawrence, |W. H. ‘Tayvton, Wylie White, | Monticello, 

a oe Rant h Pearce, _« ; 
Yopiah, Feo. Kk. Alex Siac, Kennedy's Store, 
oe : H. Guines, — ec —-- 
AR Ww. Barnes, ray 
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Georgetown, 
N.. Roventson jr. Jas. Munnar, |Monticello, 
Geo. Burkett, Jas. Scarborough, “ 
canua Sanvirzn, Wm. T. Sandifer,'Georgetown, — 
ohn Ford, B. B, Barnes, Solum via, 
Thos. Nations, H. Jordan, . [Brookhaver, 
T. Williamson, Jas. Merchant, Fayette Hill, 
Frances Warxer, Wm. L. R Westville, 
Wm.¥. Sandifer. Wm, Simmons, /Silver Creek, 
Win. Williams, E. Hodges, ~~ | Monticello, 


Foarenserry, Pordsville, 
LENw MONS, winGee ilver Creek, 
or Jos. Scarborough, Monticello, 


ames eit, Jno, Bishop, Westville, 
ohn Cox, Wm. Cox, Colombia, 
re v6 Fortenderry, selene . 
oO. snr tbesj. De Laighiee, Icxina Grove, 
Absent. 


, Silas Tullis, Monticella, 
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ANCE OF THE REMARKS, 

Yote by Euier AscuisaLd Mactay in behalf of the American axD ory 

Baus SootgTs,, delivered im the course of two Sermons in the Baptist Church 
Louisrile, oa sunday apd Wednesday nights, 22). and 25th. of January, 1837. 

Evper Macuat ¢aid that the Aimerican and Foreign Bible Society had select~ 
e{bim woaraeel in the West, because having had perfect knowledge of the transactions 
of he American Bible Society from the beginning, and especially of thle eee 
eccasioned the secession of the Baptists from that institution, he might be better 
thin a Founger person, to present claims of the Socrety whose agent he was, as well - 
as 10 detail we events which led to its organization, All who knew him would, he wag 

bear testimony that the whole course of his life evidenced a disposition om 
his part, 10 co-operate with Christians of ‘every denomination, in the benevolent work 
of ping the gospel to the heathe. Bat union ought not to be purchased af the expense 
of wu. When truth is compromised, union is purchased at a price culpably dear. 
Tre Baptist depomisiation bas been 1cmarkably honored of God, Within. the last 
they have transleted the s:riptures into languages spoken by 540,000,000 of 
és human fo6e, and had union of effort qpisted among all who profess the name of, the 
Lord Jesus, the entire population of. the globe would have been supplied with the word 
of God exe now. The English qnd the American! Baptists bave trapslated the scrip- 
tures, in whole or in party iusto between forty and fifty languages. Dr. Varey and his as- 
pciates bal translated the seriptures in 1815, into twenty-seven languages of Asia. He 
commenced it in 1793, and fini-hed the transiation of the New ‘lestament in Bengalee, 
A. D. 1800, when the first edition was published, He afterwards discovésed that thy 
was the parent lauguage, of all the dialects of Rhdia. He applied himself 
diligently to the study of that language, which is well upderstood by all the learned men 
€ the East Indies. He trauslated the sacred scriptures into that Innguage, and m 
conseqaence of bis thorough acquaintance with it, he found the study of the other lany 
quages of Ladys, comparntively easy. So that as carly as 1813, he writes, that ‘the 
increasing and pressing demaxid foy the holy scriptures is so great, that though we have 
ten presses constantly at work, the demands cannot be supplied. Besides the transla- 
fioos going on under ons superiutendences which gre now TWENTY-ONE ta number, and 
of which sizteen are in press, we are pruvting a barge edition in Chinese.” In 1815, 
qs we have stated, Dr. Carey, this giant of orienta! literature, and his associates, were * 
engaged i translating and printistig the ecripturcs into TWENTY-SEVEN Jangiieges of the 
East—into languages spoken by more than half the population of the globe. To the 
frithulogss of these translations, the British and Foreign Bible Society bave borne amr 
pe testiniony, by tweaty years aidingin their circulation, 


ln addition w this noble work of the pioneers of Bible translations in the East, od © 


Wioved aud rlevoted Judson and his associates from the Cnited States, have truuslated 
the Bible into Jauguages of the Burmese, Karens, |‘Talings, Shyans, &c. Editions of 
Judson’s version have been published. Dr. Marshiman, tod, has translated the 
ncred scriptures into Chinese, a language spoken by 400,000°000 of people. ‘This ver- 
tion has pidergone thiice editions, and a fourth is shortly expected to'make its appeate 
All these ver-ions are acknowledged by all competent jud to be the’ very best, 
tolyet these are they which the Bible Societies of Europe, Asia and America, have 1¢- 
fied to aid in circulating, because they have faithfully translated beptiso by a word sig- 
Bes» lenneeoe and these are the versions for|which we appeal to your bounty te 
° in giving them to the heathen, During Mr, Carey’s life time, eight or teu editions 
te in Bengalee, were published. William Yates, who was educated in Abére 
ra Sentland, and who is considerei! as one of the best classical schollars in Inglia, and 
{ane be the best Hengalee schollar now living, revised and pyblished am edition’ 
pe New Testament in Bengajer—n. versionibelieved by ali competent judges, to be! 
the best ever inade in any language. .The British apd Foreign Bible Socity for- 

rea went Accustomed to grant liberal sums to aid in the circulation of traslations made 
cao sent out by the Baptist ehurches of Engtarid. Five hundred: pounds 
* ingy | believer Were given for every translation they mace, besides in other respects 
ma siding them to put their versions into Circulation, Our Baptist brethren bave 
felt themselves bound by the moxt solenm obligations to God and to the souls of 
Pop a oi the inepired language of the bible their ordy standard, and to make faith- 
 tnullations of the divine oracles into other languag.x, without ddilition, dimimutin 
seek we reparding other versions only so faras they correspond with the sacred 
te Wheo oar common English version was mace, King James who then set om 
Wark. throne, commanded the translators not to change “the old eclesiastical 
word church he ordered pot to be tramiated congregation, for then the’ 

feaders would clearly perceive thutchurch did not nean the clergy, bua the whole 
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t, and since’ that Society had sustained Judton’s version 
way transisite(l to anmersey nodoubt enultl be evitertained that liberal aid 
be obtained from that source. "y his good minister little anticipated how widely he 
mistaken the feelings which predominated ju the members of that Society, a5 deve 
jn their subsequent comiuct! ; ’ git @ 
that advice, in 1835 application was made by Pearce and Yates, directly 
Bible Society. « The sukject was taken up by the Board of Managers. 
committer pf seven PeTSORS, one from each denominations was appointed to take the 
sect guter consideration. A majonty of this committee, in their zeal for sprinkling, 
1 tieir first meeting, passed a resolution that our versions were falsoim trenslating bap- 
sso toimmerse! but after reflecting over the business for a night, they rescinded that res- 
on, doutitiess from & conviction that the Baptists would be able to demonstrate their 
wsiius faithfully made. ‘They then agreed upow another resolution of this impert; 
itwas ihexpedient to grant aid for the publication of any version in which baptizo was 
asaed by awortl meaning w iromerse” A report to this effect was presented to’ the 
B Eider 8, Cone, the only Baptist on the committee, presented a counter . 
eeidjpet Was Viseissed at some.length, and then Feferred back to the snme;comm ttec, 
committer again met; aanulled their lust resolution, and substituted another, w 
ys that was wexpedient to grant aid to any version except those that are conformed 
theit peisriples to the English version in.counmon use!” ‘This resolytion, preceded by 
preamble, was presented to the Board and discussed for several months. ” 
During thisdiseussdon, one of the Secretaries affirmed that baptize did notmean to im 
. wir yet to sprinkle, but he did ot tell us. what it did mean! The Baptists ib'the | 
board replied, that they rendily conceded that baptize did not mean to sprinkle, but said iy 
s difficult w meet the other part of the statement wtthout using language which in soci- 
yy might béeemed tar ourteous, and which we wished to avoid: but what would be 
aughit of lis Were we ‘to affirm that the English verb to dip did not mean to immerse 
aie every dictionary in the English language gives it that meaning? What, thon must 
thought al: the candor of our worthy Se retary, when he affirms,that the Greek word 
fino does not mann to immerse, while every Lexicon in the Greek laaguagy, it is be- 
ved withbul exeeption, gives it this meaning, and Many Lexicons give it uo pther? «It 
askett by te speaker, were these Lexicous m de by Baptists to answer patty purposes 
ito’ fuster Settarian peeuliari uc <? Not dne of them, ‘They were made b Pedobap-- 
and yet they All concur in saying that baptizo means to immerse, We Heated that 
na av tugre doubt that baptize meant to jsnmmerse, than we doubted that Gbrist arose 
pathe desl, Bord facts may not be equally inportant, but they: ate © Dy trae. 
wf prodesi to question the fact w hether Christ arose ftom the dead, but Mn will read 
sy that these doubts do not atige from a want of testimony to prove that he did; 
1 any aldo toubts that baptizo means to immefge itis not for want of eridence but 
Noa {fein some other cause. 3 , : 
aeete —_, rons we ah — on baptize _siguifies to immerse ! Let 
D Greek iterator oe ; is - bys vered and classic writers iu the Greek tanguage. 
darks to aes vee that baptize means to jitnerse. No native born Greek av~- 
pee ‘hte : . meaning to the word. ‘Their orators, philosophers, poets and his- 
nck Lak implying inversion and never gave it any other meaning, ‘Not in all 
Scent sem a “i found lo moan otherwise than to immerse. But if this.be not 
ated A lecs in the professor of Creek in Columbia Coilege, who is au Kipiscopa- 
oesaioe ed tot vans Greek in the buiversity of the City of New York, who, is 4 
sie Belda the = m fective a oS w hether thre ward bapuzo means'to immerse 
Liade ialthdtreeia ywity if you please to every Collegein the Puited States, to every 
dmo-Lade . and we venture to affirns thatitbe response i every instance would be 
mein ras made et as gan) "Oo 
iplte ts siguifientin (inclepen rut of 2 moral aud religious obligation) YY denying 
sci e a. ‘To all this, uo respouse was mace, 
ay ides! ue te ms allowed to be the practice of the apostalic age, by ali 
a Gilareh, says ito. critics, John c alvin the celebrated founder of the Pres 
adh bade sar ake: baptism was acininistered by Jonn and hrist by plunging 
Aad tnmecrsine we, Again, he says, “the word Daptizo tignifies't9 immerse, 
Mintsate. siow was observed by the aricient church.” And with bum coocur 
Wreive’ 6f; A eee 4 Pertobuptists. — | john ‘ 
ivi, ib sdahey ot wet , but the native signification of the words baptein ax 
“Tt ‘ ‘ ? 
i aialethcs it he proper significatior of baptizo, is to|immers®, plunge under, oveg- 
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Us to be baptized, by which word it is certain {i 
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Phillip and the h’s going down into this, were it ney 
the other was to be performed by immersion} A 
with us, sufficing for an effusion or sprinkling,” 
sy; that baptism, in the primitive church; was 
and not by sprinkling, sewing Jobn is said.to 
there was much water.” 
Poudre ed to be baptized, that isy buried under the 
of it again, asan emblem of bis Tuture death and 


Baptist and the A inolpenenasd, pursene ipa ne number of men wer 


> BE thus we read, they were a 
Went up straightway OUT OF the water.” bed the sentiments | 
nat of the ancient churches was not sprinkling, but in i 



























































































of the word im the commandment, and the ex into that country. 
5 af Queen Blizabeih 

teas much water there, in which their whole bodiewi§ minster, in L613, it 
oaly was the Jewrsh baptism performed, bya tained.or springling 
3¥,) and an ascentout of it, (ver. 395) and & burial in nM firenty-five toe sprin 
> “hon lavity of De. Light 
hig Fhanner of baptism then generally used, the texts produc The Baptists alse 
mutters, Jahn iii. 23; Mark i. 5; Acts vill. 38; where the power of 

lized person went ocdinarily imto the water, abd someti tions of Christians 
Bhot know from these account> whether the whole-body of from lopery, wnnu 
ater, head and all, were it not for two later proofs, woul quote from W all’s 
"fT OF QUESTION. Onc. Thet St. Paul docs twictiE and received the t 
z, call baptism a BURIAL. The other, ‘The custom ALL other Christi 
eeding times, which being more largely one te de that.douow, or for: 
ve been generally or ordinarily, a TOTAL IN Tily baptize their iv 
14 } this custom till aft 
b “An-ientty, those who,were baptized were immersed tnd neighbor nations, a 
their death to sin; aod then tid rise up out of the water, Chretians in the we 
& thew life —And to these customs the Apostle alludes] DID DIP—in the 
AT : - \ three main parts | 
Weare buried with Christ by baptism, &c. Te the prim of Europe, a: 
izing was by immersion, or dipping the whole borty intoythe are compr 
it was a very significant emblem of the dying and nt Walachia, Molda’ 
im the above mentioned similitude.” a pess of country wi 
od with him in baptiem. It seems the part of candor_to ‘The Baptists st: 
tothe manner of baptizing by immersion.” ; Acquainted with cl 
that while the apostles lived, the ordimance of baptisn pot disputed at the 
but hy immersion.” . he It was objected | 
and customs apostolical are altered—-es dipping ® HF the part of the B: 
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fo such thing as sprinkling used in baptism, in the Apoy 








faversy thot baptism in the primitive church was adminix Hf mon on Unis if 
84 not by sprinkling.” rol afi that ch 
church, persoms to be baptized were not sprinkle’y Hh thet the devil [of 

Mm? ; » Ss 
ith the apostles. It continued tm be practised by all Chris the chu 
; "This enn also be established by the mouth afFe% lan, ind 


Hear the language of Dr. Whitby in bis 
see ¥y declared here, and Colos. ii. 12, that we a8 ¥ 


a by bei buried under water; and the argument to obligr | 


to conformity with his death, by dying wi Ge a 
ue iously observed by we CHRISTIANS FOR menos oa 
of it into spriukling,, re 
license from 


incase of the Clinici, or in present danger of death.” : 
“Whitby, concur two other eminent Pedobaptists, ‘J £ 
ev. “We are able to make it iy, tp sem ol Se at 
Riwals; that for THIRTEEN HUND i EAKS, baptism was thus [by immersion} 
the whole church, as far as was possible.” iad H. 


Srackuouse. ‘Several authors have shown, and proved—that p con- 
tauad (as much 8 possible) wo be used for PHIRTES HUNDRED YBARS afies 


Wereferred also to the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, edited by Sir David Brewster; (ale 
lowed to be one of the bestechollars of the age;) be states “that the word baptizo 
to immerse, and that immetsion was practised by all Christians until the. 
fourtesath century; thatthe council if Ravena, heldin 1411, first 
butas corrupt as was the church of Rome, whose council this. was, it did not 
iding, but merely suid st was admgissibic. Lt was alsd stated on the authority 
the renowned author of the History of Infant Baptism and a Pedo 
Joby Calvin and his associates in Geneva who formed tne. first 
the first that ever enjoined sprinkling.” We also ved by #ir 
number of men were driven by persecution from great Britai 
fied to Geneva; and while there renounced the authority of the 
bed the sentiments of that famous and learned men, John Calvin... They 
Scotland with Johu Koox at their head, A. D. 1459, and first introduced: 
into that country, From Scotland it made its way jnto Enjjand during, reign 
Queen Blizaberh. But when the Presbytenan Confession of faith was PY 
minster, in 16413, it was put ‘o vote in that assembly whether immersion id be 
tained.or springlng be substituted in its place. Twenty-four vowed for iomersjon 
teenty-five toc sprinkling —'Tbis suiall- majority was gained ” the great personal popur 
laxity of Dr. Lightfoot, who gave the casting vote in favor of sprinkling-* | A 
The Baptists also stated.to the Board, thag it was notorious that in countries 
where the power of the Pope of Rome was never admitted, and among all) denom,nas 
tions of Christians who did not acknowledge their descent either directly or remotely 
from Popery, unmersion is now, and has always been practised! 'To pi wee 
ali’s History of Infant Baptism, (for which work he was d Dd, D. 
and received the thanks of the whole clergy in cguvocation,) 
ALL other Christians in the world exegpt the Latins. 
that,douow, or formerly did submit to the authority of the Bishop of Rome, do ordina- 
rily baptize their infants by pouring or sprinkling ; and though the English received not 
this custom till after the decay of popery, yet they have since received it from such 
neighbor nations, as had begun it in the time of tha Pope’s power, But ALL 
Chretians in the world, who never owned the Pope’s usurped power, pO, AND EVER 
DID DIP—in the ordinary use. °—“And if we take the division of the world from the 
three main parts of it, ali the Christians in Asia, ali in African, and about one third 
of Europe, are of the jast sort, (i.e. practice jdlimersion ;) in which third part of 
are comprehended the Christians of Grevcia. Thracia, Servia, Buigaria, Roscivy, 
Walachia, Moldavia, Russia, Nigra, and $0 on; and even the Muscovites, who, if colds, 
poss of country will excese, might plead for a dispensation with most reason of avy.” 
‘The Baptists stated that these facts were matters of historical record which no maa 
Requainted with church history dare deny, which no man of truth ¢an deny, they wore 
Dot disputed at the ume. 2b pant 
I:was objected by one of the Secretaries, thaf our versions were sectarian. This on 
the part of the Baptists, was solemnly ne stated that no version could be 
sectaran which was faithful to the original, and unless, therefore, God had given us @ 


® Robinson, in his History of Baptism, states that Dr, Lightfoot preached @ ser= 

mon on this subject-before the ritish, Pariiement in tohich he sad “that he would 

not affirm that the consciences of men ought, TO BE BOUND, but gave it ag his opinion, 

that the devil [of immersion) BE DRIVEN ovT o¥ their consciences by an éet of 

Porliament?”” "So, by the King, sho is acknowledged by the Britich pubherto be the 

my the church, and by Hartiament, aprinkting was made a part and portion of 
» in direct opposition to the law of Christ! | 
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Pad ctendorr h are translated precisely oy the eam 
fat as baptism isconcerned. In every ancient oriental 
awor! signifying to iminerse. ‘The \old Syriac, or P 


early as the beginning of the second century ; and in th 
fies lived acd wrote, and which is allowed to be‘pne-of th 

New Testament extant, reuders baptizo amad,-which 
thing gboutit, say, it means to immerse. The Assyriad or 
ancient, translates it in the same way, The ancient Armenian 
aoe af the fourth or the beginoi of the fifth century, renders baptizo 
sersiun io the dialect of Upper Be ypt, cailed the Sahailic version, made in the 
ping of the second century, renders jhe word in a similar manner. The same is 
other eastern Versions, some not.so ancient as the abo and 
as the Amharic, modera Armeninn, Georgian, Arabic, Persian, Turkish, 
in i] which the word baptizo j# translated by a word equivalent to immerse, | 
Western Protestant versions, er the word is not transferred, or omitted as 


z4é tise 


iy 


Russian, baptizo is translated to immerse, to dip: as in the Gothic, the German, the | 


German-Swiss, J ewish-Ge Belgian, Danish, Swedish, Welsh, dc. If you exclude 


our versions, said the Baptists, you must exclude thepe also; for we have not sinned — 


more than they. ' ii: 

They felt the force of these remarks, and accordingly modified thelr resolution by an 
amendment, and it now says: “it is inexpediant to grant aid to any version of the scrip- | 
tures, unless conformed in its prinsiples to the English version in common ge, at feast 30 | 

far that we may use Liem consistently in our community sand oursocietiés,”.. bis was | 
‘a dernier resort to help them outof adilemma, by enabling them 40 carculate yersions | 
eatly use Luther's translation in our communities and) societies, paid strightway it bee! 
comes expedient to circulate it, and yet in’ that are baptizb is ted to dip! | 
So they cai say, and so they do say of all the versions made, by the Pedobaptists who | 


could not consisteutly use them unless they conform them in prine:ple t f ish vex | 
sion in common use! It is quite expedient to circulate and they can consist ” 
ently, vetmons made by Pedobaptists which inevicate |immexsion, but itis quite inexpe-| 
dieut to circulate, and itswould be very inconsistent in|them to use in their communitics| 
ani societies, sunilar-versipns made, by /Bapusts! Wp told them that this wes depart-) 
ing from original principles, which were to circulate among othec mations, as much ag 
pussible, the scriptures in the most fuithful version could be uréd. What more|* 
faithful version, we asked, have you in Burmese, than Judsou’s? or the Bengasce than . 
Yites? Youhavéuone; and by what constitutional principle, then, can you refuse ta» 
cycylae them? |: , , 44 
Bu. fu -ain did we remonstratej ( They bad the numbers)on their 
site, aot they passed the resoly@om by a large majority! “Thus cut off from all possi+ 
bili:, of paro-ipation im their fms On consistent principles—our versions condemned, or 
ai vista pudveation of them refused peremptorily, jwhile others of similar principles 
ws.0 oxaeysi sly circulated, by the Society, we made pur last appeal to their justice.—> 
We tol! wom, that the Baptists had liberally contributed to the funds of the Bible Soci~ 
ety —inat thoy had eyer been its warm friends, and they doubtless thought, that their ver- * 
sine: would be circulatdd, especially wheh they were apknowledged to be the most faith 
fui versions in the language of the ¢ among whorp they were to be circulated. Two 
of one brethren have bequeathed you $45,000, and th¢ Baptists have contributed at least 
159,000 to your funds, which you cannot believe they would have done had they suppd- 
sed fur a moment that you would deny aid in circulating such versions as Carey’s Judson’s,. 
Yates? Marshmnan’s, &c., and that you would choose|to see the almost Countless millions 
of inhabiiants for whom those devoted men of God sd ardudusly labored, deprived of the 
sacred scriptures, of all knowledge of the true God, rather than aid irtthe publi¢ations of 
versious among them in which baptizo is faithfully wanslated! ‘All we ask of you thep, 
said we, is, that since the partnership is dissolved, you grasit us a fair proportion of the di- 
yidends. “We have long acted together. Our mon¢y was thrown int common stock. 
We hoped to have derived equa! benefit with you from it.’ We joined with you, beliew- 
ing this would be thecase. You have heretofore aided us; you now refjise to do 80; you 
have introduced other principles than existed in the driginal compact, and atcording to 
all mercantile usage and to every notion of justice, we are entitled: to our portion of the 


translate the word as we do, and yetthey refuge to no our verses ause they | 


stickintrade. If we choose hereafter td join with on your new principles, we can * 


do so; if not, and we fin it to our interest not to do|so, we can set u for ourselves.— 

is proposition, so evidently founded in justice and in right, was likewise rejected !}!* 
We protested against their proceedings, and wished|to enter aur st upon their r¢> 
fords, they refused to admit it and treated ir with contcimpt! 


ini which bapueo was rendered immerse. , They have only say, We can consist | 
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sectarinn bible, our versions Were not sectariah. 
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Dut if they are as equally Jivided now as when the adopter Caufeuion of Faith in 
1643, we have one bali of them in our fpvor, and HW tie 
say that baptize docs nat mean to immers¢, they are at libe 
tions, being responsible to God fur theyr statemen’ ‘Th Gyeck Church in all its bran 
ches, cat use our versions, for they declare that the word! Garis t© innnerse and can 
mean nothing else; and their practice from the gpostoli ¥ ta the present, bas been 
immersion. ot 


ve their own explant: 


The Grecks are certainly more competent } the meantug of their 
Jangtiiige than foreigners; and the ancient Greek wargPaptito, is retained in the 
Greek testament, wherever it applies to the a ry Of valptism. 
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er it the main an excelient version, vet we beiiqve that ¢ Mt injustice has been dovt 
to the truth of Gol, by concenling the true meaning of isn from the uvlearnedy 
who are the mass of the community. But the day may A, and perhaps is vot dib 
tint, when the Baptist devomination will give @ version | @ the language, 
wherein the word wiil be faithfully transhaied to ithmerse, age thos'give “the truth, the 
whole truth, aad aothing but the truth,” that the arned | well “as the learned may 
know the will of God and their duty. iy | 
The Baptists stated toat you have aided in citeutat 
made by a Pedobaptist, in which the word baptizo/is transis 
hed Dr. Morrison's none _— imstead of 6 
qWaseiing coreman you!” , as Mr. Abdel says ii 
pO '™ He : she as well have translated ity] renel i 
have voted $1000, to -circulate the Russian and Slavonia in whi 
ig heither translated nor transferred, but thrown |out of 
word “to cross!” so that Matthew iii djl, reads, 
cometh Jesus Hom Gal 
de hiss, saying, Lhave 
* ) © And Jesus, 


he bas it, “I perform 
it, “1 wake” o wash 


Yow 


“pot first crossed himself before dinner !!” . 

man Catholic versions containing allthe dégmas of Popery 

version, in which the word repentance is displaced 

ance!’ 1 once requested an intelligent Spaniard who visit 

me the true meaning ef the word substituted for tance 
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gboutit, say, it means 


other eastera versions, 
asthe Amharic, modern 


in all which the word baptizo js translated by a word equivalent to 
Westerp Protestant versions, w 
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toimmerse. The Assyrian . 


translates jt in the saine way, The ancient Alrmenian 
of the fourth or the beginuing of the fifth ceutury, 
eersion in the dialect of Upper Egypt, 







ytinc’ les of our v 


version, made at the. 
renders baptizo immerse. Tile 
caiied the Suhadic version, made in the begin- 
ning of the second century, renders the word in a similar manner. |The same is’ true of: 


not so ancient as the above, nnd others quite modern, such 
Georgian, Aralic, Persian, ‘Turkish, Tartar, &c., ! 


- Of tie 


yer the word is not transferred, or omitted as in thé 
immerse, to dip: as in the Gothic, the German, the 


German-Swiss, Jewish-German, Belgian, Danish, SweJtish, Welsh, dc. If you exclude 


our versions, said the 
more than they. 


» YOU must exclude these also; for we have not sinned 


They felt the force of these remarks, and accordingly modified thelr resolution by an 
amendment, and it how says: “it iy inexpediant to graut.aid to any version of the, scri 
tures, unless confoxmed in its prinsiples to the English version in common use, at /east 30 


far Vat we may 


use them consistently in our communitiesand our societies.”. This was 
a dernier resort to help them qutof adilemma, by enabling them to, circulate versions : 


id which bapweo was rendered immerse. ‘They have nuw only t0) say, we can consist- 
eatly use Luther's translation in our communities and societies, and stenightway it bes 
comes expedient-to circulate it, and yet in that version baptize is translated to dip 


So they can say, and so they do say of all the vexsions made by the Pedobaptists whic: 


translate the word as we do, ayil yetthey refuge to circulate ouc versions because the 


could not consistently use them unless they conform them in prince’ ple tothe English vea- 


sion ix common us¢! It is quite expedient to circulate avid they can use quite consist- 


ently, versions made by Pedobaptists which inevicate immersion, 


but it is quite inexpe- 


dieut to’circulate, and it would be very inconsistent in them to use in their communiti¢s 


ao i socketies, similar versions made by Bapusts! 


We told them that this‘ ws depart- 


ing fom original principles, which were to circulate among other mativns, as much ag 


possible, the scriptures in the most faithful réersion that eould be 


What mores | 


faithful version, we asked, have you in Burmese, than Judson’s? or the Bengascé 


Yites? Youhav@none; and by what constitutional principle,+then,.can you refuse te» 


cycuinfe them? |. - 
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yeand entreat, They had. the numbers on their 
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bil, of parusdpation in théir fi og consistent principles—our versions condemned, or 


& esa pudvcation of them refused peremptorily, wilile others of similar principles 
Wee <s.euse oly circulated, by the Society, we made our last appeal to their justice. — 
Wei em, that tie Baptists had liberally contributed to the funds of the Bible Soci- 


*y ovat they had ever been its warm friends, and they doubtless thought that their vers * 
fi would be circulated, especially when they wes 


fui versions inc the 


e acknowledged to be the most faith- 
vage of the people among whom they were to be circulated. T'wo 


“f ow brethren have jequeathed you $45,000, and the Baptists bave contributed atleast 
$2,009 to youir funds, which you cannot believe they would have done had they suppo- 


sed fur a moment a would deny aid in circulating such versions as Carey’ 


Yates? Marshnan's, 


sJudson’s_ 


+, and that you would choose to see the almost countless millions 
of inhabicants for whom those devoted men of ( 


todo arduously labored, deprived of the 
mered scriptures, of all knowledge of the true ( 


Fods rather than aid in the publications of 


Versious among them ju which Haptizo is faithfully translated! Al) we ask of you then, 
sud we, is, that since the partnership is dissolved, you grant us a fair proportion of the di- 

We have long acted together... Our money was thrown into common stock. 
We hoped to have derived equal benefit with you from it, We joined with you, believ- 
You have heretolore aided us; you now refuse to do 80; you 
ples than existed ip the original compact, and according to 
all mercantile usage and to every notion of justice, we are entitled to our portion of the 
mockintrade. If we choose hereafter to join‘with you on your new principles, we can 


ing this would be the case, 
dave introduced other princi 


do so; if not, 


and, we fin’ it to our interest not to do so, we can set up for ourselves. — | 


'* Proposition, $0 evidently founded in justice and in right, was likewise rejected !!t 


We protested against their 
| rds, they refused to admit 


progeedings, and: wighed to enter our protest upon their r¢- 


it ond treated it with contempt! 
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‘We weve now driven to the alternative of cit! 
ciety, or of 
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Bib y@h! sa SATURDAY, Serremperth, 1839, 

Awell adapted discourse*was delivered, at 11 o’ckk, A. M., by 
ElderJestz Crawrorp, founded upon the 3rd chapteind 15th verse 
of Jeremiah»—*And) 1 will give you pastors accordin} ty my heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding” 

After a recess of half dn hour, the delegates from th several ; 
Churcheg convened in the meeting house, and brother Phwd, the fori, 
mer Moderator, called the meeting to order; prayer beinginade b 
br. Robertson. - wid 

Brother Jussn Crawrorp, was chosen Moderator, and-br. lok muel 
Ropextspn, j*, Clerk. wk, Sa- 

. On petition, by letter and delegates, the church at Palesiny, 
Simpson County, wasireceived into this Association . ; 

Appointed br. Dagnes, assistant clerk. to the 

Receited coriosponding communications as follows :—F ror 
Leaf Rijet Association, a letter by the hands of br. George Daysocia- 
T.C. Uyrst, From, the Mount Pisgah, a jetter by the-hends sibuled 
messengers, brethrgn William Denson and Cader Price.  Iand his 
Mississippi, a letter and package of minutes, by the hands'pat our 
messengere, Zaicheriah Reeves, ‘Shadsach Coaker, and Howallowed \ 
And {rom tbe Ua a letter and parcel of minujes, by the 
their madesenger, James Thigpen, jr y—and have to regret the (position 
his colidagues, Satduel Thigpen, and William A'len. ’ 7] | 

; 


<a 


ee ee * 
— ~—- 


Agreed to comtiine correspondence with sister association’ the low’ 
pointed br. et to write tothe Mississippi; brethrevemedy this, 
ry and Magoo, mejpengers. Br. Fortenberry to wrile (4, ag soon ag > 
brethren Crawfordnod Portenborry messengers. Be. By. } 
tothe Leaf River;|brethren Sandifer and Liall, messedchosen annu- 
ford to write to-th¢ Mt. Pisgah; brethren Powell and My constitute & 
gers. | . i ‘the business. 
Appointed the | lowing committee, viz: On preachisjr, and in, be- re 
Forteaberry and bpgee. To afrange the ‘business—Wgssary for pro- y |: 
eli und Crawford.’ To revise the Circular—Robertsoint their owa 
Reeves, On finace—Mikell, Murray and Barnes. §° 
‘ | $ : 
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OIROVLAR BBVTAR, 


eas ‘ 


The Ministers of the Pearl River Baptist Association, to the Church- 
es they represent—present their Christian love. 

Drar Brermeen:—The present aspect of the Church of Christ, es- | 
pecially when viewed in relation to its past history, and future pros 
pects and destiny, is calculated to produce in the mind of, a considerate 
and impartial Christian, very interesting and lively efndtions-——some 
pleasing, and some the reverse. Atane view, we seo the Church, but 
just emerging out of that wilderness to which she fled; more thana 
thousand years ‘ngo, And the promised frosperity and universal ex- 
tension of the Gospel, seem almost a new thing. Many prayers have 
been offered up, and some exertions have been madp ia this behalf.— 
The blessing ef God 02 our labors; hitherto, in prayer; isa sure pledge 
that he will fulGl his promise, in giving ultimate and compldte success 
to future efforts. The Church has also been praying that she might 
allaina moro perfect state. ‘And in accordance with these desires, she 
has engaged in the work of purifying herself, so that the present state 
of the Church, we think, exhibits a pleasing and enrouraging compari. 
ton with what it'was only twenty or thirty years aym While we hope 
your prayers and endeavors will be directed to the further advancemen 

* of these desirable objects, there is yet ‘another pointof view in whie 
we would call upon you,on this occasion, to contemplate the preset 
condition of thé Church, We allude to the unity of the whole Charé. 
In considering which we shall speak of the Churth Spiritual—embt- 
ingall who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sinderity; that is, ell ue 
Christians, wherever they be, or by whatever namo they are called 

The Churely of Christ is emphatically called: ong: “My undefill is 
but one,” Though it consists of many members, it ia one body. Thegh 
built of many living stones, it is one temple. There is one bod and 


one spirit, even ns Ye are called in one hope of your ¢alling; ondord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all!” | We find it) be a 
prominent feature iu every Scriptural rep;eseniation of the furch, 
that she is butone. ‘With what holy fervor did the Lord Jeus pray 
to his Father, {hat his people might all be one. . We have ae grest 
Father, one Savior, one Sanctified. We have one faith, one lope, mad 





are one in flesh and epirit. All are called by 
deemed by the same blood, and all willl sutrou 
glory. We are all subjects of the same hopés, tht 


prospects in vidw—and certainly ought to, keep 
inthe bond of peace. We have one Bible, and 
Luther, one of Calvin, and one of W esley,? Why 
and one an anti-Missionary? 
disciples be divided? That the Church should be 
the lovers of Christ separated from each| other, 
divisions are unnatural, unscriptural, and wholl 
in his providence, so ordered it, that the goldiers 
legs of Jesus, with those who suffered with him,’ 
should net be broken. And_is it not moutnful to & 
dismembered and disunited, as at present 
ning—neither will it be so at the end; wh 
euch laudable and successful efforts are making fi 
Church, and for the holiness of God's House, ovgl 
esponding endeavors to restore the unity, and uf 
Von's spiritual fraternity? And, of what are t 
mposed, which separate God's children from ead 
some things pertaining to the Church, we do 
live essential to Church fellowship; and tliete a 


then, @ 
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will nomore cast away his Cburch, because of im 
litant clgracter, than he will disinherit ane of his 
imperfecions of hismoral nature. Hence it is pd 
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11 { 
sof the pre- 
need that chings wanting, should be set in ordergd yet such Cica «+ 46 
or body, may passegs every essential attribute @hurches of Christ. 
Oa the other hand, it is possible for them to | Christians, among 
those bodies of professors, which, as a body, may}t lack some of jhase 
sseutial, fundamental and paramyunt requisif which are mneces- 
sary to'the Church of Christ; and therefore, qot properly be cal- 
led the Church of the Lord Sos Christ, becausaey do-not possess 
ul the attributes which are essentialje constityteat distinctive char- 
acter which wouid entitle them tobe so denomired. _ Let us enquire, 
then, What is.essengially necessary in aay congmtion or body of men, 
tv entitle them to the appeliation of a Chur ch of ¢ Lord Jesus Christ? ° 
We suppose, @s. mnatter of course, that the m@ers of such a bodv 


} roduce and majntain suttable evi lence ul Chrian character; > and it 


‘ 
will (lem remain that thie ye th ¢ fun dat nentaluctrines of Ciirist;—- 


. Phat in point oi polity they be governed by his ls; and that they pret 


serve inviolate,’ his institutions. “They ‘who fl -short essentially of | 
What Cayist reqiures, or exceed the limi, are ch racterized as Scismat- 

, and should be treated accordingly. Bat the may be ina Brother; 
awantof clear understanding in spine poiuts ofpeiride, and yetin the 
invin, his faith may be sound. O 2 body of Chstians may deviate in 
some things of minor consideratig® from the pw primitive discipline, 
which nevertheless, are not subvétsive of the sicxi| principles of Ec- 
paenes Government. Orin the observaucef the ordinances of |the 
Gospel, there miy bea a want of exact confurdty in matters merely 
cit imate, though notaffecting the naturer design of the ihstitu 
lion;—but nune of these should be a bar to feowship. Our position 
Is, (hal itis in thdse thio gs only, which are esstial, that we ma yres- 
tablish divisionallines. And in differences ofhis character, necessily 
or it, for on other principles there’ migt be a union, but there 
ould be no fellowship. We think also, that ths course is fully susthin- 
tained by the New ‘festament. 

Thus we are brought withia view of a crtainZpoint; and a point 
which may be thought difficult of attainment;+namely: what is essen= 
tal, and what is not so! Without aliempting to “decide this question 
here, we would first inquire if there is no prigciple io which we can re- 
fetyand which will guide us to a correct defision? ‘The Holy S¢rip- 
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uses, we think,'are entirely adequate to the solution of every impor 
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Gth—And that the guilt, concomitant evils, and distresses of the|pre- 
sent divided state of the Church, must rest mainly upon those who do 
not submit tsthis Scriptaral sgandard. f 

In view of the foregoitig facts and positions, let us examine the sub- 
ject, in some ofits bearings; keeping ta mind that we are speaking of 
the Churth Spiritual, in which we embrace all Caristians of every 
name; fur we do not ceny that there may be many truly spiritually 
minded persons, wlio are not in communion with us. Bat, jf all) true 
Christians were in one Church, anti Caristian Churches would proba- 
Lly soon van sh away yand even wiile they existed, they would be no 
more tlian the Synagogues of Satan. It is the divided state of Christ's 
own flock, that we so muuch lameat, and whichis fraught-w ith sq many 


woful tendencies. 

Ist--Ithas a most unfavorable bearing upon the unbelieving world, 
It furnishes the Infidel with argument wherewith tp deceive himself and 
others. It puts blasphemies into the mouths of the profane, and fills the 
1 


lins of the-scofler with reproaches against the name of Christ. It 


i 


strengthens the unbelief, and hardens the heart of the impenitent. It 


induces an opinion thatthe Bible is the most mysterious and unintelli- 
gible bock in the world, und thus deters them from searching to know 
the mind and will of God, Itprevents many from seriously inqhiring 
into the subject of Religion, and by that means hinders thoge salutary 
influences of the truth, in promoting morality and good ordgr in the 
community. Besides much more, that we must leave to your reflection. 

Qd—The Church of the First Born, in her progress to conquest and 
gléry, 's much impeded tiy those internal dissentions. An army. is not 
to be dreaded, in y hich all the elements of mutiny are known to predo- 
minate. If for the last thirty yeais, all the varied energies of the 
Church had been harnjoniously concentrated and brought to bear dpon 
the kingdom of curkutss, Pagan ignorance Mahomedan delusion, and 
Papal eupe rstiticn, wi uld have felt an onset to -which they have as yet 
been a stranger. Ail the momentous tterests of the world, call for 
union; and evéry Christian intthe world, ought with all his hear!,even 
now, (o abandon the badge of his own particular cenomination, with all 
its peculiarities and inicrests, for the sake of Bible truth. ‘This Secta- 
rian condition of the Church exerts a bad moral influence; it dries up 


the fountains of Christian sympathy-—dems the channels of Christian 
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charity—resists the trium 
ct Zion, to the invading foe: Could you have forborr 
had stood with the daughters of Jerusalem, and,witne 
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of God, without affecting the fellowsbip ofany. We think thatlindividu- 
als and Churches should be under no constraint; and that the minority 

should in all cases, submit peaceably to the judgment and decision of the 
majority. A ¥ 

As this subject involves the relation in which we stand towards 

Christians of other denominations, we will add a word in regard toit.— 
We loye them, and wish to, and ouglit, to cherish that love. But God 
has never authorized us to make our love to them, or theirs to us, the 
rule by which we or they, should conduct the affairsof their house} It 
is his inspired word, which alone, myst dictate the terms upon which 

the privileges of his House may be appropriated, We desire noo her 
terms of union with thera, than those which we sincerely believe | are 
clearly recognized by the word of God. Whether it be in referen¢e to 
doctrine, to Church Government, or to the instiutions of Christ,.w@ are 
ready toabandon or to adopt; as tli¢case may require, upon the expli, 


cit authority of God’s word. : 


JESSE CRAWFORD, Moderator, 


N. Rosertson, In., Clerk. 
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Ar 11 o’clock, 
pteached a sermon intr 
such @ high priest became us, who is 


and made higher than the heavens.” a 


elapsed, the members of the J : 


ther Jesse Crawford, the former Ar 


singing and prayer, 
The letters from th 


e Charches were read, ahd ‘the usual 
state and delegation. 


Jesse Crawford was re-elected Moderator, and Norvell R 


The Church at Harmony, 
into this Association in the usual form. Also, the 
Was dismissed froin us at our last 

: turned her letters of dismission, 


urch at 
and was re-admitted into thigh 


Received communications from Corresponding Adlocialiod 


the Mississippi, a letter and parcel of minutes, by the hand 
brother William 


. Wall. he Union, a parcel. af minutes 
failed) by the hands of their m : 


—From the Leaf River, a letter and parcel of their nutes, & 
vell Robertson, Sen., their messenger.—And from the Mount 
minutes, (their letter failed,) by Joun P. Martin, their me 
régret the failure of the méssengers, W. B. Smith. of ithe Mi 


loway, of the Union—John ‘Moffitt, of the Leaf River—and fi 
Mount Pisgah. , 


A circular address from the Executive Board of t 
nomination, of the State of Mississippi 

berry; which was read and referred 

on, Jr., W. Fortenberry, J. Pittman, 

J ‘ 
* Appointed the following committees, viz:—On Preahing-— 
Brinson. On Finance--Maxwell and Breakfield. 7b arre , 


Crawford. 


examine the Circwlar—-White, Powell, N. Robertson, Sen, G y 


> 





SATURDAY, 8 ey wien: 

: M., Eldet James Powell, |in purs " te 
oductory, from Hebrews, 71 chap. bd 3 
holy, harmless, efiled m4 ! 


Lawrence County, rece tly confit tec 


session, in o-der to united 


essengers, N: R. Granberry agate 


“Met pursuar 
Brother Ma: 
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cular, reported 
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The Chair 
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Brother Re 
Executive Be 
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and feel that 
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n intetcourse with sister Associations, brother 
inted to write to the Mississippi, and W, Fortealient tat 

White to write 16 the Union; N. Robertson, Jr, and Sand- 
gers. to write to the Leaf River; Magee and J. Pitman, mes- 
axwell to write to the Mount Piegih; J. Murray, Powell and Hall, 


. ssengers. 


Committee on Preaching reported that they had appointed J. P. Martin 
eeu Sen., N. ‘R. Granberry and J. Crawford, to occupy the stead. on 


adjourned to medt again on Monday, at 9 o'clock, A, M. 

12th, 1840 ue sS 
Prayer by brothet N. Robertson, Sen. 

appointment, 
vereas = For } ; “ 
fem men The exercises of the Lord’s day were conducted according to the gement 

of the Committee on Preaching.. The discourses from the stand, were of an in. 
con vened in Uct!™s and impressive character; the congregation in attendance was large, 
r, called the ae" ly andattentive, » iy 

6 
ikon of their , : MONDAY, Szrrempxa 14th. 
re. Clerk. Met pursuant to adjournment. 
: Brother Martin prayed. 

yas received 


vision of the Cie. 


Hill, which’ Brother Crawford from the Committee on Arrangement and re 
which report was 


Pisgah, re- Bie lat, reported a digest of the business before the Association, 


‘received. | 
v8 :—From Ministers of the gospel present, who were not virtually members of the body, 
messenger, J were invited to seats with us to aid in our deliberations, 4, 
‘ter having 


‘ 
| Thigpen. “The Chair then called for reports; whereupon brother Maxwell; from the Com+ 
id of Nor. [@ mittee on Finance, reported that they had examined the ‘Treasurer's accounts, 
mye of Hi and found theah batedy coffect, The ‘Treasurer then read his agoual Teper 


L pe which exhibits a deficit in the ‘I'reasury, of-eight dollars. | 
mm of Brother Robertsog, from the select committce on the communication from the 
: Executive Board of the Con. Bap Ven, in the State of Miss ss'pp's inade the tol- 

. lowing Report : Your Committee have atientiveiy reviewed, said COM AMUDIC MUO, 

ve Baptist and feel that (hey duly appreciate the motiv & whichduced sae byare re, make 
ot y-ah it, “Phe. most ¢ordially concur with them w the dentiments theres expsessed. 
are near to every Clhirsotlaills 


Hf. ale The objets they have in view, your comn itikebt.. ve, 
. Your committee are ulso aware that a number of our brethres are desirous 

, of obtaining the information contained in said Circular Address; und it’ the, Asse- 
nes and ciation believes that the state of our funds will justify it, we recommend its publi- 


nets and = cition with our minutes; "in order that the members of our churches may, more 
Wall and* ot ies Ys c ; 





rally, have an oppértiunity of uiring 4 kno i 
enable them to re ree act unde il 
important objects. “All of whi Mm teapecthally ubmittegs | 
¥ ,  \ N. ROBBERS 
. 7 j - . ‘ 4 —brother Ci 
Which report was received and laid on the table. . 


ae d oT ' Brother R 

The Circular Letter, furnished by brother Crawford, bé 
of an article in the Christian Index, on Pastoral oriey A The publ 
‘the Baptist Register, was read, and adopted. ; Clerk, who 


Ges according t 
The Education Committe’, appointed last year, havingMila nj per day for 

sidering the present pecuniary distress of the co ntry, wad i 
>) attempt to carry into effect our object at this time} for wh * Ordered 
(, Committee is appointed for this year, , 


dollars eac! 


Agreed to hold the next Association with the Ch bre at Nii Zi ; Took 
on Saturday preceding the second Lord’s day in tembeypext, - ae | 


: The br 
Took up the, query from the Church at New Zidn, to w What i 4 the memb 
a Church with a sister Church, that holds. a: broth rin fellemahip, ing brother N 
be guilty of an atrocious crime?” The voice of t body bi ! 
said query should be debated, it was decided in th negaliv, Thea tl 
The report of the select committee was called up and ‘ N. Ro 
ciation agreed to publish with our minutes, the communi wet 


Corresponding letters were read and approved, | : | 


Resolved, ‘That the future sessiong of this Assctiation, tf 
West sides of Pearl River, a ternately. yt 


held on the East and 


Whereas, it io the opinion of many brethren that|there is unnecessary expend: 
iture of money for psinting minutes, and that se eral husiiired dollars might be 
saved by the Associations in this State, if the minutes of alfbs them were printed 
in one pamphlet: Therefore Resolved, That D the Churches of our 
body, to take under consi i M@égates to the Bapust 

= ae Pa our minutes. printed 
throug agency of t subject, to our 
next Association. emi 


Resolved, That this Association deems it advisa e, that 
within our bounds, fo the number of at least four in the ye 
ciation be divided into districts, as follows, to wit: north and 
east and west by the road leading from Natchez Wia Mo 
And appointed a-Union a to be held at Silver Cree 
mence on Friday before the fifth Sunday in Nov 

; commencing on Frida 
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| sixwUTES OF THE BAPTIST : 


: Int a 3 , P « ‘,) 
Qriered, That the Treasurer be instractéd.to receive no other money jato the, | 

Treasury, than.is current at pets without making’ the customary discount. - 
Appointed br at our next Association 


—brother Crawford h 


other Robertson to preach the introductory 
is alternate. 
Brother Robertson was requested to provide a Ciréular Letter for next year. 


mitted to the superintendapce of the 
to the several churches, 


hat he receive two do}lars 


The publication of the minutes was com 
Clerk, whois ordered to apportion the pumber of copies 
according to their/respective contributions Ordered, T 


per day for-his s@rvics® exclusive of expenses. 


* Ordered, That ont Messengers to the Leaf River Association, be allowed ten 
dollars each; and our other,cor responding Messengers, six dollars éach . 


amounting to $138 182. 

The business of the Association being completed, the Moderator addressed to. 
the members a feW pungent remarks, and the concluding prayer was offered by 
brother N, Robertson, Jr.—And th ‘ 


| ¢ 
Took up the contributions of the churches, 


‘Then the Association adjourned. ei 
JESSE CRAWFORD, Moderator, 


N. Rosertson, Jn., Clerk. bz 
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Dap- Rec'd Dig. Excom’- Restor'd Dead Total Contrj: 
* .tized. by let. Miss’d. unat’d 


- Prruayn, Wm, Barnes, 
Thos, Bailey, Jesse Maxwell, 
Wm. Smith,* N. Sit a a 

x, ¥, J.B. Lowe, fi 
Stiring Brinson, Sen., D.C. Butler, | 
N. Ropertsoy, Ja, D. Langston, 
Josuva Sanviver, D Baron,* 

Wm. Williams, Joe! Polk, 


as 
a) me wy 


Calvin Magee, 
Wm, Gates, Wm. Welch, -”. 4 
| JessnCrawnprn, G.C. Fortenberry, 
Isaac Breakfield, Jos. Scarborough,* | 
Jamns Powsxt, Jno, Bishop, | 
, | Seth Fountain, Jas. Warner, 
E. Owens, Jer, Fortenberry, 
Benj. DeLaughter, Jas. W. Kent, 
Avex. McKenatr, Silas Tullis, 


_ 


* Absent, _ Aggregates, 


{ 

2 

3 

: 29 

Win. McCollough, A. Hickman, . 2 
5, 
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CIRCULAR ADDRESS , 


To the Baptist Associations in the State of Mississippi,and the adjbi ning country. 
Dean Breruren:—The undersigned, in behalf of the Mississippi Baptist Con- 
vention, respectfully submit for your detibernie consideration, the following add- 
ress, ‘The Committee,on the part of the Biard, and their brethren of the Convens 
tion, utterly and to all intents and purposes, disclaim the idea of dictating in any 
wise to the Association, or the Charches of our beloved denomination. A cardinal 
and unalterable principle of the Convention, is found in the fourth article of its 
constitution, in the following words, viz: * The Convention shall never possess a 
single attribute of power or authority over any Churely of Association. It abso~. 
jutely and for ever disclaims any right of tais kind—hereby avowing that cardinal 
principle that every church is sovereign and independent.” — 
Our only object, dear brethren, is to explain to you freely an ‘candidly, the prin- 
ciples, the plan of operations, and the end for which the convention was organized. 


And if upon examination, these be found.to comport with the wotd of God, and the 


long established principles and usages of the regular Baptists, may we not expect a 
ject 7—the promotion of the 


co-operation in accomplishing the one common great ob: 
— interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom, particularly within the bounds of this 
alate, i 
In the firgt, place, we are to.considiet the prine:ples 6 the Convention, or of those 
who compose that body. We believe it to be a concéded fact, (for it cannot be 
controverted,) that whilst the regular Baptists, have ev 
sent and approbation to the doctrine nf free grace,a 
at the same time believe in the use of means, or that those purposes are acco 
according to the sovereign will of God, through boman instramentality. 
a matter so plain that it would seem, none who believe in the scripturescan say 


aught against it, 
If there be one who has a doubt on the subject, we would ask such a one; if the 
preaching of the Gospel is not humdalinstrumentality? || If translating printing and 
circulating the Bible in our own language, is not human instrumentali ‘Pies 
we may call the leading or principal means, but they are pot all. ‘The command 
to preach the Gospel is a broad and comprehensive one; and various aré the means 
that have been used in all ages of the Church, to carry out this great command of 
ls that we have 


the risen Saviour, It will harflly be contended, we me, by any, 
preaching or proclaiming the Gospel: | 


ble translated or circulated: we 
atipns; and yet whodenies the |. 


A specific command for every thing we do, in 
If we waited for this, we should not have the Bi 


should build no church housés, nor have any associ 
t {6 all whodesire to understand = 


propriety of thase things?) We conceive itimportan 

the sacred scriptures, to observe the Uifbtonce ols moral and pasitive com> 

ones first, we usvally have ‘only general precepts oF principles; but the 
depends upon specific law or precept. The preaching of the Gospel! paetplenty 








of the naturé of a moral. command and in ebeying if, we araih 
perticular plan Or means; and so has the Church un rstood ji 

The great object in obeying the spirit of the comnjand, wa 
the minds of men, a knowledge of the fact that they are singe 
died to.save those that repent of their sins and believe in hi} 
For after all is done, the quickenin power. of God 
will. One thing is certain, it ismetan invariable ac. 
of conveying this knowledge to the minds of men, 
ticated facts, it is not confined to any particular mode | 

anding and usage of the followers of C ri 

world, we beg leave to make a few references to chu 

The Gospel was préached in France 
continental Europe, certainly, and 
he himself says, Gal. 2y 9th, to the 

In Davis's history 
















ings i doing any thing 
pabliely for the spread . inistm™tion of Cromwell, 
God gave them a respite, and they were allawed to lier and devise plans 
for the advancement of the sKidgdom, 
In the year 1053, thug brethren were émboldened tb meet j 
Abergaveny ; and at thitt meeting the historian Says collections x 
raised to send out Missionaries, And it is added, at this Assoditti 
& unanimous +6te, that by sending out and supporting Missi ’ fi 
done before this days of their persecution, they would revive ‘ i of 
1 


an Association at 


things. Again; in Rippon’s register and journal, vol,\4,no, n after the acw 
cchton of William and Mary to the throne, the Baptists emer from long and 
bitter persecution, during the continuance of which, many of eit ministers had 
ended their days in prisén, and Many to escape a similar fate, Hit hid themselves 
in differen parts Ensioad and on the continent, especial Germany. In 
1689, our assu courage to meet in # great A ogmtion, which was 
held in London. This Association was attended by ministe and missionaries 
from one hundred and seven churches; eight of which |were in| es, and the re- 
mainder in England. Some few of the items of business wers ait lows, viz: 

“ The first day was spent in prayer, humbling themselves befog the Lord,” &c. 
“On the second day they disclaimed all ri ht to intérfdre with| liberty of the 
churches.” On the third day they resolved to raisea tund for thre Specific objects. 
The first two, were, in their own language, these : | 

Ist.“ To assist those churches that are not able to mai hetown ministers,” 
2d. To send ministers to preach in the city, and te; and to vint 
the churchés.” Benedict says, in his history of the Bepticte iele Virginia, 
that in 1717, the Baptist churches in and about London id sent two mis- 
sionaries to the colony of Vi uni | : 

_ The Philadelphia is the oldest 
tuted in 1707. This Aessociation, says Benedict, proj 
land College, now Brown University, and still a Bapt 
Association, says Benedict, vol. 2, page 99, sent 
to the churches in North Carolina. And in 1754, they sent 
him, to wit; Elders Benjarain Miller and Peter P. Va. 
Many such references’ might be made, and historical facts bi oe 
shew the good that by the blessing of God was accomplished | 
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CIRCULAR ADDRESS. 


ine: but we conceive these sufficient for our present purpose, to wit: to shew 
the followers of Christ have not conceived themselves Hound to any onn,pep 

r dvaticing the interest of the Redeemer’s Kingdom: | kt 

These are the principles upon which the Convention of the Baptist enomination 
the State of Mississippt is fort Its supporters are those who hold and preséh tes 


déetrines of the free and sovereign grace ot God, and of effectual calling. by the 
oly Spirit. That the purposd of God @ 


ceording to election will be acconsplished, 
Hit through human instrutmefitality. ‘That‘our duty is one thing, an Goll’s put- 
¢ another. What is the law under which we act; * Go ye fnto all the world and 
reach the Gospel to every creature”—can We go beyond the tommission? 
In the-second place, we were to shew the plan of operation of the Convention.4+— 
nd in doing so we purpose brevity. dt I" 
ist. To. receive vdluntary_ contributions for vatious benevolent or charitable 
h as aiding small and feeble churélies. in sustaining pastors. —Sup- 
and their famities), that they may go into Mestitute neighborhodds 
and there aré many such in our/|State,) and preach tie 
e Apostolic churches, assisting men| to 
undred millions|of the human tace nbw 
two hundred millions at most, Know gny 
into the Hundreds of inn- 
ings. “And'how is us 
ou mist send veur sans, 
rs of laborisus 


Gospel.—And following the example of t 
go to the heathen. . Of the eight or hine 


living, but a small-portion, not exceeding 
i The Bible must be translated 


hundreds of mittions of human 


guages spoken by ; 
Answer it, the Church?—You must do it. 


and whilst they ar¢ engaged in the ardyous’work, (fer it takes yea 
stady,) you must give thera their meat, their bread and their clothing; 
words, their hire, | But when translated, the Bible must be published ; (and will 
the heathen, glued to his idols do it?) And when published) its traths must be 
proclaimed or preached, as elsewhere. I 4 
But by whom shall the Bible be translated into the yarious langutses of the 

world? Shall it be done by the Baptists, who insist on preserving the original 
meaning of tho-worda? or shall it be left to others, who are engaged halite ay in 
perverting the true meaning of the original scriptures; and of our common Binglisty 
translation? Notwithstanding the learhed almost universally allow the Baptist 
construction to’ be the true meaning of the original languages Shall the Baptists 
connive at this perversion, and then permit itfo go round the-world? , “Fite Bantists 
have answered;‘no; and in reliance upon the God of the Bible, have ferme: 

own Bible Society, and aré now blessipg the world with the pure ward) of | 

But brethren, the work is scarcely begun. There still remaineth very jmir 

to be possessed. /The Convention is an organ through which contributipns | 


purpose are to be made. 
Again, as an auxiliary iu the great work of extending the interests pf th 


deemer’s Kingdom, the Convention is intended to egcourage education. Oto) 
-_goust be educhted|m order to translate the scriptures; #0 We iui have educa er 
men in order to maintain our principles. L ning, consecrated to thd sery ips 
God, but qualifies men to be more usefuil in thévineyard ol the. Lord. 
The convention disclaims to all intents aud purposes) all idea of adv} 
for the gospel ministry, without regard to piety and gifts, “Chey wei 
none jor this purpose, but such as come wilh a recommendation {run f 
ha | | 
i 


or in other 


tp 


; } 
ch 


accompanied wil license to preach. 
Their simple object is to encourage an 

God, and are licensed by their church’ to.preach. | 

i ry third place, their one leading and ony object, is 1o sptead), abroad the 


d aid those who they believe res I 




















































10 ‘ CIRCULAR LerTer. 
Saviour's name—to preach in such way as they Jesuit Sk tion 
fied, to the dying nations of the earth. ‘of Kora! 
‘rine, that Paul may plant, and ApoRas water, but holy, and 
alone. ko 
Duty, however, i Selb an he | rd 
‘only by what God per! edo: ing Chris poke 
if Ged not Commission, i ing c Y, Addilyoch as the ch 
. \ ministers | 
be pretended, we i i mmand # tamin: Soap fine 
for an Association. The name i# not mentioned, nor d eo ive iti of a church, ' 
Bocessary that there shoald be. The particular number anti ings believer; yet 
to be held by the disciples of the Saviour, is doubiless in Mabsd be administer 
| by circu nces; only, they were to neglect not thi charge, with 
If good could be accomplished,.on the int As the pas 
im any promoted, that was suffic ent, calf 5 the things th 
hame you please. /Mence the Baptist have meetings whichil thority, Iti 
and whica is but another name for Convention. A| Conve ion, B® any other for 
and an Association is a Convention. Ouly Conventions iy ittle to detect an} 
larger portion of territory thas Associations, And though ¢ measures wh 
is not the same, ‘their end is the same. The s 


ame ns uls 3 
Wupport the former. “Th union there is Strength.” ~ j wpden whi 
And now, dear brethren, having unrese Ys gh brie i character of 
the character of the Conyention, and>shown that ur sole! Mbject i i they are uns 
knowledge of the word of life to our dying fellow men, we Mi: scriptural, 8 
christian affection, ici i ¢ mer as you may BH poses or wer 
think best, in the pe i nd love—this greet MM order the thi 
and important duty, t . that is suffic 

Iu conclusion, wefurther respectfully ask, that this commugiiicati i The paste 

with your printed minutes, for the information of t 


© by direction and in behalf of the Boas by shal a Fe of the chure 
Y direction and in of t ard of 7. rag 
September, A. D. 1840, oard of the Conve thority 


BENS. WHITFIELD, Chairmalh leite 
. . wren r 
T. 8. N.. Kine, b isrey i ie 
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Th thori ; | tions We 

e power of authority of administering the ordinances of thigpspel is vested in | tine We 

the minister or pastor, These duties : f mae of those ir 
Christ to Sadie byhoe uties were official |acts, Pquired by Jesus 


who i Mieere i _§  torender | 
and by these highest officers we Men? Mn? Were the highest deers in the church, 


; ; were uired to be dise eo inferior off- the churcl 

cers whom they ordained, and woud they required tol sede Mh vy he officers in of that cht 
‘ every city to perform the same official acts. Ez Agains 
That administering the ordinances is the official wa nin eatertaine 
tne been recently denied by Alexander Campbell end ti. deliffec , word of G 
this denial however, is discovered no ew error, but| the ref of investi 
tonfuted and exploded heresy, And in the spiritual | of the ah 


have attended the infatuated followers of that aspi man, 1 


fe. 


ba) 





pat expression of the tendency of their sentiments, but we may also discover the 

‘and ee esebation of God towards them as’ ™ nifestly expr : das it was in the over- 

ba, of Korah, Dathan, and A¥iram, wha, because the whole congregation of Israel 

at dllvas holy, and because the Lord was atfiong them, objected to the authority-and 
red themselves to be rulers and priests - 


&-e.work of Moses and Aaron, and asp 


purposes of Golf sic the Lord. , abe a hit 
Chris, Administering the Lord’s Supper to the Church, and thé ordinance of baptisin to 
led duty, bd och as the church has approved are the pppropriate duti¢s of the pastor, and none 
86S. It cannotff but ministers of the gos have ‘uthority, to perform thospijuties. | A mipister of 
ew Tes (Bl the gospel finding a believer where he could not obtain thejadvice and hadibasaon 


beive it is\at al of a church, wou iance of baptisun.to that 


id have powers to administer the ordit 
\o of meeting believer; yet the pastor of a church, would be een aca his authority should 
left to betas he administer the same or 


; dinance to. a suitable candidate in the vicinity of his 
bling of then. charge, without the approbation of the church over which he presides. | 
Redeemers§ As the pastor is required to take, care of the Church of God, and to set in order 
beting by what ll the things that are wanting in that church, in discharging these duties he has au- 
| Association, thority. It is to be supposed that a faithful pastor will feel a deeper interest than 
im Association any other for the welfare of thechurch. The deep interest he feels will lea him 
brace a little 10 detoct any approaching dangers that may threaten the church, and also|to devise 
cular business§ measures which promise to promote the welfare of believers and the, good of impen- 
port the latter, itent souls around him. In devising such measures, he; must be guided by that 
bs wisdom which is from above, and be directed by tbe scriptures. Of the eyangelicel 
P lained to youll character of these measures the church is to be the judge, If the chur¢h believe’ 
18 to give the they are unscriptural, they will of course reject them; bat if she believe they are 
fully, and with® scriptural, she is bound to attend to them. Any member of the churehy ‘who op- 
er as you may B poses or weakens such measures proposed by the pastor, in his attémpts ** to set in 
ve——this great order the things that are wanting” in the church, incurs/a weight of responsibility 
that is sufficient to Gill a pious heart with fear aud trembling. 


, be published The pastor of the church bas the authority.of moderator or, (as in the early ages 
ce meetibgs of therchurch, T his au- 


of the church it was called) president, in all th 
the 8th day dB thority he has hy virtue of his pastoral office. | It would be as proper: that a vote be 
taken that the pagtor should preach vs administer the ordinances on the Sabbath, 


Committee. as that a motion be carried that he act as moderator of ‘a meeting 'fur chyrel busi» 
\l meetings for worship. in meetings 


ness. When present, he is to preside in. @ } 
for discipline and other church business, it is the duty of the pastor; a¢ presiding 
officer, to see that nothing is introduced untimely or otherwise miproperly—that 
there are no irregularities in those meetings; but that all things bé done not only 


decently, but in order, 
Pastoral authority is tobe exercised in private a 
There are many irregularities in the conduct of c 

























dmonitions and reproofs. 
hurch-members, which are not 
f pastoral reproof end admoni-~ 


. as proper subjects of church discipline, as they are of pastora 
lis vested in tion. Were pastors countenanced in this part of their duty, it would prevent many 
usion Which ‘are now so Common-és 


red by Jesus | % those indiscrd@®& cases of discipline and excl 
n the churth, to render the discipline of many churches almost nug@lory. it was the pastor of 
the church in Crete, who was required to “ reBuke shaxpiy”” the disorderly members 


inferior offi- 
ce officers in of that church, 
Against pastoral authority there should be no prejudices nor feelings of hostility 
er oF pastar, enterlained by private members of churches; for it is not only authorized by the 
of the church; and instead — 


lowers. In | ; ¥ordof God, but it is instituted expressly for the 1 of n 
a lomg since of investing the pastor with any independent authority, it makes him the servaht 
death vo of the ahurch, and ameanable to hef for the exercise of bis authority. Those mem- 
} notonly a - 
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t 


thority of all the members of, the church of Christ, shou 
objections do not arise from the same cauges, and areas unfo i r 
which Korah and his company urged against the authority of 
We will now’ notice 
‘2. The obedience due from members of churches t pastord 
In the passages of scripture which have been ci » that ¢ 
by the terms “ know them”—yielding them “ doubleehonor’”s 
— submit yourseWbes unio such” —*“ obey them.” ese, te 
and as clearly expressed as could have been used. 
The obedience required is not the forced obedienc ofa slay 
cringing and servile obedience of a Subject to a tyrant; but 
ence.of.an enlightened mind and of'a pious heart, yieldod to } 


. | ° ; \ 
bers of churches who object to pestoral or cnt and in upon the equal‘ay, iry, in whie 


quite whether their strengthen 
edas the objections | the foot do 
oses and of Aaron, § car revels 1 
, abundant h 
: members re 

dience is expressed members of 

submit yourselves” partake. f 
Be, also, are as plain 


— 
rs 
eo 


appointed { 
comely and 
to a master, nor the Testament, 
the willing obedi- Holy Ghost 
authority instituted word of the 
. Obedien: 
pect to Christ, As to lord it ot 
(be shown to him MH obedience | 
tions of his word, not unto m 
hance of the supper, Obedien 
d tnworthy of af the duties: 
worthy, who shows his flock; : 
mastoral authority! MH to the past 
tituted pastoral go- by all medi 
mbers of churches 


et ae 


fot its owh good and approved by itself. ‘ 
Obedience should be yielded to pastoral, authority out of 

Jesus Christ isnot now in the world, respect and honor ca 

» personally; and if shown at ajl, it must be shown to the insi 
He who shows disrespect to the ordinance of baptisn or theo 
however clear his other evidences of piety may bq, is consi 
place in the church of Christ; ‘of what, then, shall he be county 
disrespect to and obeys not the equally divine’ institution § 
The same Lord who institu'ed baptism and the ‘supper, has § 

; Yernment.and authority for the good of his church: Some } 

- will shew much respect for a pastor whose manner or taleg please them, while 
they show no respect to another who does not sujt their fies, though he be 

. equally usefvl with the first, and equally loved by the great)MMead of the ehurch. 
This 1s “being of Paul,” “ of Apollus,” “ of Cephus,” but na being “of Christ.” 
Obedience should be shown to pastors, not so much jout of relbet to them as inen, 
or as brethren, as out of respect to the instituted authority the cliurch under 


Christ. Respect tgust be shown to Jesus Christ in| the obedfMice yielded to pas- * 
tora! authority, peck 


Obedience should he ywlded to pastors in order to promolf Ke efficiency of the 
word and of the church. | 

No, course of conduct wifl more effectually defeat the usefullbss of a pastor, than 
for members of the church to withhold that respect and obedif%ce which are due to 
his faithful labors Let him pteach never so ful and@orcibly, if his own 


ao 


Cee eee eee 


brethren treat his preaching with a captious and fault finding rit, they will there- 
by most effectually defeat any good that might otherwise hay en effectéd on the 
hearts of the impenitent. Parents that have raised ehildr » who, upon | being 
grown up, have become skeptics, should ask themselves how ich the skepticism & - 
of their children was caused by the harsh and acrimdnibus cri igmsOn preaching 
‘which they themselves have been in the habit of m king in @® presence of their 
families. If prominent members of the church ‘array thernsq@lf€s against the au- 
thority of the pastor, less influential members readily followa cpap £0 popular. 
When certain persons at Corinth wished for pre-eminence 4 control of that 
church; the first step they took was‘to weaken and sstroy thému ty that Paul 
had arnong them: and it would have been happy for|the chu rist, if the 
defent, which the ambitious persons among the Corinthians sugfMined, had been the 
final defeat of all the tribe of Diotrephes ; for the ambition of s h-pefpons destroys 
the efficiency of the church. , itr 


The church of Christ is represented as a body of i imp ing symme-- 
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iry, in which all thé members, discharging their respective and’ various functions, 


strengthen each other, and promote id edifi¢ 
the foot does hot repine and find faalt.because it is not the hard, and where the 


ear rebels not because it is not the eve; but where the members on which more 
abundant honor is bestowed, receivé that honor for the good of less bonorable 
i in:the higher honor bestowed on others; since thereby all the 


members rejoice j Lal } 
members of the body are benefited, and in the benefit the less honorable members 


And, surely, — should be yielded to those members who are 


partake. é ae es E 
appointed to difect and guid@, since thereby the whole body is ‘renderefl the more 


comely and efficient. A church regulated after the pattern given in the New 
Testament, and. walking in the fear of the Lord, will have * the ;comforts ot the 
Holy Ghost,” and will be multiplied. From such a body will be sounded out the 
word of the Lord, al 
Obedience to pastoral authority should be cheerful. |As the pastor hhs no right 
rd itover the church, but is bound to “rule welf,” and “ of a ready mind,” so 
obedience to his just and rightful authority should be cheerful, as yielding obedience 
not unto men, but unto God. 
Obedience should flow from love. 


to lo 


The pastor, if he understand his/station and 


the duties required of him, will be careful to rule so-well as to deserve |the love of 


his flock: and obedience to his proper authority should flow from love+~from love 
to the pastor if possible, but from love to Jesus Christ and his instituted authority 


by all medns.: 


a 


promote the growth and edifi¢ation of the whale—whére — 
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MINUTES, &c. 


September 11th, 1841, 11 o'clock, a. M. 


According to appointment, brother Norvell Robertson, Jr. preached the Associ+ 
ation Sermcn, from Hebrews, 12,23. ‘*To the Generat Assembly of the Church of 
the first born, which are written in Heaven.” es 


At one o'clock P; M., the Delegates from the Churthes convened in the house, 
Prayer was offered by brother Coaker, and the Associktion was called jo order by - 
brother Crawford, the former Moderator. ' 


eg 
The letters from the churches were read, the state of the churches transcribed, 
and the names of their delegates enrolled. 


The church at Friendship, Marion county, and Enow, Washington Parish, La., 
recently constituted, wer@-Tteeeived jinto this Associa on,; "also, the churches at 
Providence, Perry county, and N wublope, Covington | ounty, were received, on 
letters of dismission from the Leaf River Association . 


4 # ! 

Received corresponding-communidations from Sister Associations, viz : From 
the Union, a letter and parcel of miqutes, by elder N. R. Granberry, and Wm. 
Mullins, their Messengers ; from the| Leaf River, a letter and parcel: of, minutes, 
by their messenger, elder T. C. Hunt—their other messe gers, elders N, Rob- 
ertsén, sen., and Geo. Davis, having|to our deep regret, failed to meet with us ; 
from the Mount Pisgah, elder Wm. Denson, their messenger, brought us a letter 
and parcel of minutes—elder S. Berry, their other messenger failed. \ 

Agreed to continue our correspondence with sister Associations, and appointed 
brother.White, te. write to the Mississippi ; Mr. Fortenberry, and C. Magee, mes- 
sengers, Brother Barnes to write tothe Union—J. Sandifer, and A. McKenzy, 
messengers. Brother W. . Sandifer, to write to the Leaf River—J. Bird, and 
J. Powell, messengers.. Brother ‘Brakefield, to write to the Mount Pisgah—J. 
Pitman, and J. Crawford, messengers. 


Appointed the following committees, viz : On Preaching--Fortenberry, Davis, 
and Barnes. ate | 

On Finance—Brakefield, and John|Simmons. | 

To arrange the business and revise the Circular—-Yarnes, Pitman, and Hall; 
with the Moderator and Clerk, 

Ministers who were not’members of the Association were invited to také seats’ 
With us, and participated in the business. 


The committee on Preaching reported that they had jappointed their brethren 
Robertson, Dengon, Granberry, and Ctoaker, to fill the stand on to-morrow. 


Adjourned till Monday, 9 o'clock, al mt. » 
rayer by brother Granberry. 7 
The Lord’s day was spent in religious exercises at. the Stand, and the services 
mere conducted in thé order of the arrangement, as stated in the report of the com- 
mittee on preaching, 
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On Petition—Letters of dismission. were granted to the chu fh at Friendship, 
Franklin county. : 


Took under consideration, a petition from the church at Mot 
County, requesting us to publish certain documents with our millfites ; but as said 
documents were not in such order, that this Association |could wih justice to her- 
self, publish them in their present form: Resolved, that brethre BWalker and Mur- 


ray, be requested to inform the church of Mount Zion, $f the @ ion why we can- 
not consistently comply with their request, 
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t Zion, Simpson 
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Septeffber next: Broth- 
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er Crawford to preach the introductory. Serr 


Brother Crawford is requested to provide a circular Idtter for Mext year. 
The publishing of the minutes of this Association was|assignelito brather Rob- 
Kinzy. | 
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copies of dur minutes will suffice them. 
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bbertson led the closing prayer 


Received the contributions of the churches amounting 


; brother 


; | 
- 


The Association adjourned. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The Pearl River Baptist Association, in session at New Ziong 
“the second Lord’s day, in September, 1841. ‘To the churches 
we send our love in the spirit of Christ. 

Dear Bareruren : We hear from many of the brethren cor 
churches do not pay that attention to their Ministers that they 
' And as those complaints are made} not by the Ministers, but by 
Private members of the Church, we have been led to apprehend 
not well understood by a great many, while it 1s possible that thas 
are not disposed to do their duty, We, therefore, feel justified, 
Set this subject in order hefore you, and especially, as it|has nev 
specific thtme of any circular letter from this Association, But 
presenting the merits of the case before you, we will allude to 
causes which have contributed to a want of correct understandi 
ject. That pernicious system adopted by some of the Americag 
States) before the revolutionary war, of enforcing the payment 
under legal penalties, has conduced to it, perhaps, as mach as. 
odious policy, always obnoxious to the sentiments of the Hoption, 
ed‘by them, nor pursued in their favour ; but constantly persisted 
annoyance.and injury, This created in them a deep aversion to 
truly was bad ; but uhh ippily this well grounded aversion was uf 
tended to the object, which certainly was good. }*Hence both pre 


ple, declaimed indiscrimi: ately against both the! object anf the po 
National Independence was achieved, the Baptists still haying thei 
exemption from legal oppression, when they obtained. relief fror 
they fancied themselves released also from moral obligation. ¥ 
error ; and one, the evils ef which we have to deplore to this day. 
We would mention al 70) that 
claims. and have negl« ected to 
they knew th ul there were 
stroy their usefulness. 


give necessary instruction tb the chk 
Some*who would defame their|charactd 
We would also add to this, that there ha 
férs among’us who were themselves ignorant in this respect, and 
lingly detrimental to the interests of the chu 
cannot enlarce on this part of the subject. And before we proce 
nexion with the foregoing rem irks, we preinise : [hat civil rulers | 
enact laws for the support of Gospel Ministers. { That no church 


of churches have any such right. Jesus Christ is King in his 
Such a law, he has ordained 
ean abrogate it, or dispen 


Saying “we w 


ed an influence excee 


se with il, or refuse obedience! to it, w 
ill not have thit man to feign over tis.” 

, That “the labourer is worthy of his hire,’ 

©; and is applicable to the Gi 
Present object igs to consider its ob 
minister. We'know tl 
ence ; but-as an “ad 
and persu 


isa universal principl 
spdl ministry in every joint of ¥ 
ligation in réference to 4 churchf 
lat itis the prerogative of the churthes to 
visory council” we may explain the law\ exhibi 
ade to its observance. We proceed to state the law—it 
“Even $0 hath the Lorn ordained that they which preach the Gosp 
of the Gospel .” Observe, that'it'is the Lorp that gave the—Jaw ; § 
that ordained the law on Mount Sinai ordaiaed this law. Ifany maf 
must “reply against Gop ;” and “be that reproveth Gog letihim ans 
true that carrying into effect this ordinance the church is permitted 
pects to adopt such measures of prudence as are best accommodated 
ces; but the law is invariably the same under all Circumstances 
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al jus 
but our 
stated 
obedi- 
gation, 
y this : 
Id live 
e God 
ivil he 
Itis . 
ly res- 
nstan- 
r that 


preach the Gospel 


by the Scripture. “Thus, the laljourer is worthy af kis hire.” Luke 10, 7. “Let 
him that is taught,in the word comynunicate to bun that teacheth in el good things.” | 
Gal. 6,6. For the Scripture s sith thou shalt not muzzle the ox that ireadeth guy 
the corn, and the “labourer is worthy of his rewa rd?” 1 Tim. 5, 18. “Have we 
 “*° * Have we not power to forbear work ; 


not power to eat and to drink? 
ing? Who goeth to a warfare at an y,time at nis awn charges? Who planteth a 
Vineyard and eatheth not ol the fruit? Or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of 


the milk-of the Hotk? Say I thesq things a5 a man? Of saith not the law the same 
also? For it is writ 
treadeth out the corn.” Doth God take care fur oxen? Or saith be it altogether 
for our sakes? For our sakes no doubt this 1s written ; that he that ploweth, should 
plow in hope ; and that he that {hresbeth in hope, should be partaker of his hope. 
If we have sowh unto you spiritual things, 1s it @ great thing if we should teap 
your carnal things? * * * | Do ye not know that they which minister about 
holy things, live of the things of |the temple? and they whiclr wais at the altar are 
rtakers with the altar? Even Bo hath the Lord ordained that they which preach 
the Gospel should live of the Gpspel.” See | Cor. chap. 8. We do not quote 
these scriptures because we suppose you are ignorant of them, but that you may 
have the gubject clearly before you ; and we are not willing to betieve that you de- 
sire to evade the force, or pervert the meaning of such ‘plain and positive pres 
cepts. And you see these scriptures do not urge 10 be 
are entitled to donation 
claim fot a minister @ re ward, as his right, ob the plain principles of common 


justice. Thus—has the labourer 4 right to his wages? Has the soldier 4 right to 
his rations? Has the farmer @ right to the crop he makes with his plow? Or to the 
milk which his own fl ck yierds? So also the labouret the Lord’s vineyar hes 
a right tb his reward ; and th@y that preach the gospel, havea right to live by the 
gospel. We see from the alipve that iéworks of charity” are distinet from this | 
mnatter, and altogether foreign |to the subject. The notion is tofally inconsistent 
wita the Apostie’s reasoning : When the soldier receives his rations, is it mess 
charity? When you pay your blacksmith for his labour, or your teacher for his 
services, do you bestow alms%-Consider the work and duties of your minister, an 
say, is he entitled to no return? Very few of our ministers, perhaps none, are real- 
arity, and therefore if it is bestowed upon them it is misplaced. If 
butions as charity, they ought to inform their 


= becauke they. miy or do stand in need. But thes6 texts 


ly objects of ch 
churches choose‘10 yiew theif contri 
ministets, ag some ‘of them could no 
ought not by an act of circumvention to caus 
contrary to his conscience. ' 
duties of a minister, 

By consulting Paul’s epistles to Timothy and Titus, we may learn what is the 
byrden laid upon a minister. “Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 40 doc- 
trine ; continue in them.” ‘“Neglect not the gilt that is In thee.” Meditate upon 


these things ; give thyself wholly to them.” | “Tyke heed. to ‘thyself andi to the 


doctrine, continue in them.” “Stir up the cift- df God which is in thee.!” “Be 
thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.” Study to show thyself approved of 
God, a) workman that needeth not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of trath.” 
“Preach the word ; be instant geason, ; out of season ; rep‘ove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long suffering and doctrine.” “ But w atch thou in all things, endure af- 
flictions ; do the work of an evangelist ; make full proof of thy ministry”? | “En- 
dure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” ‘The church is under no very 
great inducements to misconstrue these passages ; but the minister 1§ indee 
under very strong temptations to understand them in:a more qualified sense thar 
is consistent with his duty. We see that the minister has, not the rg 

mine what and how much pertains to his office ; nor is it the privi 


° ' 


age to live of the Gospel. ‘The jpositipn ig abundaiilly sustaintd 
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en an the In~w of Moses, ‘thou Bhaft not muzzie the ox that — 


half of ministers, that they ‘ 


t conscientiously receive it ; and @ ¢hurch’ § 
e her minister to.do that which is | 


The subject ‘will be more plain by considering the : 
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‘vhureh to Prescribe for him + byt the Lord has himself thest.s 
him his work and service. Hence if there be a default, there is§ 
ister is voluntarily delingient, the sin is at his own door’ bus if 
the neglect af the churep, the sin > chareh ; whereve 
surely require it. We woutd if the Lord Had reqa 
only to 8've themselves Partially'té the work. 4 

support would be due ; 
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tler perhaps 1 
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and of 
t alluded tO, We see that a Minister 4 
self wholly to the duties of his sacred calling $ ifthe do this, he can 
tention to other things. He must not “entangle himselg With the 
life.” but if he does not, he cannot of himself’ provide the things 
this life. Ty Serve both God ‘and mammon is a” hard task : 
upon your ministers, but you cannot make them able to pe rlorm it. 'f 
According to the object we have more particularly in y ie), it devon 
© some notice of the Pastoral relation. This part of pur subj@ 
yet to have invited very little INVestigation ; and hence many persths 
ve but, very loose and Vague ation 40 it. It-ig a high j 


dre ain fs clear Hid id 
(0 obfain, andi lici 

render such service 

» whic 


h involves mutual 
@ppear to think that when a Minister conses 
urch, he is morally bound to render the 


service, but that the chur, 
no obligation to do any thing in Feturn ; that with her it is opmionary. & 
a relation js impossible. Obligation is always Feciprocal, Sucly an ag 
iva ti trt only has no existence in the moral universe, } , 
obligations seems to be this, (in general terms ;) J 


f a ministers Services, and he consents to tender | . 
und to give himself wholly to the work, and to serve that Chu 


rch onl# 

ing such Services as are demanded by thé cause in general, such as att he 

Sociations, Ordinances, &c. &c., arid the Church is bound to mike amps 
ions fur the wants Of his family. Ifa part only of his sepwices are requ 
the Church is bound in Proportion. Adventitious teat may 
relation j Vays, which our limits will not perinit us to not 

. lef us ex ore closely the real nature of this relation ; for the of 

STOWing out of it arp Of the same nature. . Who then are the partes? The 

4er and the Chure 


hi \It is the. Church, a3 a Church. It is not between fF 


you 5 


notions in re! 


relation, and we would recommend all to endeavour to obt 
views of the subj 


t as possible, 


If a church desires 
lar minister, 


and he consents to 


$8 certain relation 
e well Meaning persons 


ister and the tndividys/ members of the Church severally, It is| the Ch 
durch receives ti, “yi ttces, and the Church as @ Church is bound to sug 
own Minister. ihdivids al membérs refuse oT neglect to assigt , they § 
€r than against the: Minister ; for the Charch is 
er church capacity ta see that the provision is m de. The pastofal relatig 
highest importance. 
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committed to our charge The) peace and prosperity of the Church, the stand- 
ing and usefulness of tre Minis{er, and the influence and honor of both are ins 
timately connected with this relation. Whenever therefure a Minister and 
Church enter this'relation, either totally. or partially, permanently of temporanly, 


the free consent of both partics| should be obtaidjed,. And in order to this, they - 


ought to act understandingly.. When therefore a Church wishes to Obtain a §ta» 
ted supply, she ought to determine within herself whether she Will procure one 
totally or partially, that is, whether she will soli¢it all the services of the Mihis- 
ter she callsor only a part; and whether.she wishes to obtain him permanently. 
or only forja limited tine. Having settled the question definitely what services 
she would expect of her Minister? she should then determine what return she 
would bé willing to make for those services. And then,'holding herself in her 
church state morally responsible) for her engagements, she would be prepared un- 
derstandingly to make a call. |In doing this the Minister elect, should be fers 
fectly apprized of the whole arrangement, that he also may be able to act under- 
standingly, , And that itis highly important, that lie should beable to do, for why 
should he be kept in the dark’ and enter into an agreement,’ of the conditions of 
which he knows nothing or bat little? Would a workman engage to build a house 
when he kpew neither the form or dimensions of the building? And yet such is 
the blind policy that our Ministers have pursued heretofore, Nay, more, for both 


_ Ministers and Churches are in the constant practice of entering into & relation, 


involving obligations which are understood by neither party.‘ No wonder that 

» results should often ensue to the grief and dissatisfaction of. both parties. What 
Minister would consent to serve a Church if he knew that the Church would. not 
be satisfied with the services when performed? And what Church would calla 
Minister if she knew that he would not be satisfied with her returns? A little re- 
flection on these suggestions will show the propriety of such an economy.) It is 
the best and perhaps the only way to ensure. mutual satisfaction. f 

We recommend to Churcheg.to procure such gifts as are best qualified to be 
useful in the Church and congregation; if a Minister is not acceptable with a con- 
gtegation, there is little prospect that his labours will be blessed. A Church, 
therefore should feel herself justified’ in calling a Minister from a ‘distance, and 
even passing by others to obtain his services, if there is evident reason to believe 
that such Minister would be more useful to. ihe Church. And whenever Church- 
es are supplied with a gift acceptable to tlie ‘Church and congregation, they need 
not.fear losing by making every reasonable sacrifice to retain his services. To 
acegmphish ‘this, much assistance might be realized by suitable appealg to the} 
the congregation, Thete are mapy honourable men who attend our Churches; 
men of noble minds and liberal yjews, who have a nice sense of justice, They 
appreciate highly the privileg@fand satisfaction of enjoying our minisiry, an 
would feel the force of the inspired dictate, “Let him (whosoever he be, in Churck 
or out of it) that is taught in tha, word, communicate to him that teacheth in all) 
good things.”” Such men peed ghly to be inéormed that a Church’ has resolved ta 
raise a certain amount to sustain (heir Minister, and they will esteem it a pleasure 
to assist, If the subject was to|be announced by ‘some-suitable member of the 
Church, in the publick assembly, with suitable remarks and explations, accord- 
ing to the circuthstance of the particular case, men who are not members| of the 
Church would thereby more cleafly discovér their duty, and discharge it with alll) 
cheerfulness, \ i . 

We are too distrustful of the divine promises. The Minister forgets that his 
Lord has said, “Lo, I am with yoy.always, even unto tle end of the world: Amen.’ 
Hence he “neglects the gift that|is in him;” and “entangles himself with hg a 
fairs of this life.” Churches shauld make suitable provision for their Ministers, 
and then thever solicit the services of one who neglects to read, study and use év~ 
€ry means to eririch his understapding with divine knoweledge amd grace. But 


’ 





10 
not Ministers enly are distrustful: There are tmany who |profesa’ ti 
nothing is dost by supporting the Gospel, and vet thoir conduct pro 
but weak’ believers in their own déctrine. Even if what, is contr 
clear loss in a pecuniary point of view, the Lord never fui to rews 
spiritually, which is tarbetter. ~But it is no: trae that any thing is} 
niary sense; the Lord repays every man, sa nt or sinner, - with. 
lavge idterest.. | Both spiritual and temporal blecs nes Pre ahnexed to 
of this duty ; for “The liberal sou) shail be made fat.” “He that 
himself also be watered.” “There. is that seat ereth and yet in 
there is that withholdeth more’than is meet, and it tenddth to 
which soweth bountifully shall reap :also bountifully ” ? 
following texts; “ And God is able to make ‘all grace abound toward 
a'ways having all sufficiency, in all things; may abowud to epery gooe 
“Now he that ministereth seed to the sower, both minister | bread Si 
and. multiply your seed sown, and and increase the frisits of ; 
“in due season ye shall reap if ye faint not. ‘I desire trujt that. m 
youraccount.” -On the other hand, “Be not deceived; Ghd is not 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap; for he that sowet 
shall of the flesh‘teap corruption.” “He that soweth spatingly sh 


sparingly.” “There is that withhoWeth more than is meet, ind it ter 


erty.” “Go to the woman of Sarepta, (Zarapheth) and learh from thi 


tile, arlesson of implicit confidence in the divine word. 1 Kjng, 17¢hi 
‘We have no doubt that the brethren generally are not apprjzed of w 

by neglecting’ their Minister, and of what they would gain by relievit 

Ue necessity of attending to worldly business. There are many subj 

a preacher cannot do justice unless he has an Opportunity to) examin 


jects in their various bearings and connexions. S$ ich are those whic 


the constitution of the Redeemer’s kingdom—-the economy df its interm 
ment and tegulation. ‘This is the reason that so finy Chute 
norantin matters of discipline. Such also are those peculiar points 

Unguish us as a denomination, fur want of instruction on theRe sul.jee 

are able successfully to defend pur own creed from the sophistry ang 
sentation of adversaries. It is probable there are some, perhaps of 
Ministers, who are searcely able to exhibit lucidly, and triuphontly§ 
sublime doctrines of predestination and clection; not becaus@ they dof 
stand the prime elements of those doctrines, but because they have 

study and digest the best system of arrangements, whereby they 4 

mouths of gainsayers. Such doctrines also are the being, aiid attribug 
the doojrine of the Holy Trinity—and the real Divinity of out Saviour 
origin and authenticity of the holy Scriptuies— a future state of elerhg 
tion, &c. To do justice to these subjects requires time, and. means 


elid¥e that 
thetM to be 
ted }were a 


; hi sipeople 


tin pecu- 


p addition of 


e di harge 


tereth shall 


seth; and 
1 “He 


two 


pove 


Gen. 


lose 
from 
hich 
sub- 
m to 
fern= 
e igs 


,dis~ 


gent study. By giving your ministers opportunity, vou woul! have y 


evangelical and instructive preaching ; your Sabbaths wonld bea de 
would read your bibles with far more profit and pleasure; ydur hearts 
“knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of unde 
our congregations would be Jarger, more attentive and orderly, 
live more in the unity of the spirit and in the bonds of peace. And, wh 
ly to b€ desired, and esteemed above all price, you would realize mi 


_ the blessing of God in your prosperity and enlargement. Jear bret& 


what we say, and the Lord give you understanding in g!! things, the 
be-wise to know, obedierit to perform and patient to'endure his will. 


N. Roararsow, Jex’n, Clerk. 


JESSE CRAWFORD, Mod 
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PEARL, RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. — 
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_ himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu 


| 
j 
} 
} 
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a ; hg ve BETHANY. ee b + ( 


‘Vit Pract River Barrisr,Assoctarron thet pursuant to 
Elder Jesse ‘ramford delivered.a discourse introdictor from ‘Titus’ if. Sa‘ 
“For the grave of God that bringeth salvation hath peste al eaching 
us, that denyi g ungodliness . Worldly lusts, we should live # > Tighte- 
ously and godly in this present world; looking for that’ blesse t he 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Cig 
& peculiar le, zealous of These things speak, & qd) 

oo with afb authority . berks mam despise thee.” . ” Si 
ter an intermission the delegates convened in the hose, andaBe. 
the former abhorieuaaiel the Apeaciatiog to order by acing ae mr 

Received and read the letters from the churches, enrdled thd umids of, the 
delegates, and recorded the state of the churches. ‘my fe 

Br. Crawford was re-elected moderator, and Br. Robertgon clerigg |! 

Opportunity was offered to other churches that might wish to @i 
Association, to prefer their petitions: Whereupon a petitjonaty i er & 


, tented from the church ei aoe Bill. Rankin county,-and) upoe sa factory evi. 
dénce of the faith and stand of said charch, she was admitted, anther delegate 


took his seat, ls | @ 
- On invitation, the Assosiation received corresponding |cominu * 
sister Associations, as follows, ¥iz: From. the Mississippi, Wee # 
their late minutes, by the hand oftheir messengers, Elders’ Z. Reevs 

M* From the Leaf River, a letter and package of their: 


| by the hand of Elder T. C. Hunt, their messenger; his colle 


Sumrali and M. M..Morrison, failed to meet with us.) Fr the 
4 létter jand “ot minutes by their. messenger, Br. 
also 
, 


jers. - Br. McKenzie to write to the Union; J, 
gers. Br; White \to write fo the Leaf River. . 
f ., Br. W. T. Sandifer to write to the Mé 
rd and J. 


The usual committees "were appointed, as follows, viz: ‘on P 
5 ie, Barnes and White. ae é 
and J. Simmons. 


Onifinance; ey an he bat: 4 be | 
@ arrange the business and revise @retlar ; Fortenberry, Pog 
White iad the Moderdtor.-- > ies oc ® 
T eopantice on preaching Reported, "That they had appoint gs . 
Pong Reeves, to renin and Br. Price to conte 
Adjourned to meet on Monday, at 9 o'clock, A, M, | oor 
'Prayerby Br. Bond, a Ca 


Aeon 
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MINUTES OF THE PEARL RIVER wavnut etogrATION : 


L OkD'S bay 


The services spidinienced at ten o'clock, A. M. The congregation = wend 4 
ance *was unusually large, and, withrn view of the stand, obsery Sar 
worthy of commendation, The ministers appointed to preach, cliedwood the 
sembly in the order of the report, with an ability that did not fail to ae 
deep and assiduous attention of the audience. In consequence of the indi 
tion of Br. Price, the conclading services were performed by Br. Crawford, “a 
much feeling was manifested in the congregation. 
eu Ss ae 

MONDAY, ee 12th, 1842. 

Asidcittion met pursant to adjournment. . 

Br. Reeves offered prayer. 

Ministers of the gospel who weré not regiflar members of the Association, were 
invited to seats. 

Br. White, from the committee on arrangément.and revision, read their report, 
which was received and agreed to, 

The Circglar Letter, provided by Br. Crawford, being an extract from A 
Boothe’s “ Vindication,” &c. was read and adopted. 

Letters to corresponding Associations were read and approved. 

Br. Coney, from the committee on finance, reported that said committee had © 
examined the tredsurer’s accounts, and found them correct and fully sustained: - 
Whereupon 

The Tressurer' 's Report was then read, which shows a balance in his hands of 

35. 

Br. Fortenberry, from the committee appointed last year to visit the chureb at 
Little River, reported that on their first visit to said church, they found them 
ing under difficulti¢s, and destitute of preaching; but that ‘the church afte 
obtained y, and their difficulties are removed, 

ies, viz: From the church at Bethany—Is it rig 
permit their children, which are Doe their 
partake in balls? From Mount Zion, 
for Baptist parents. to support 


As these queries 
ae 

sald deaiebedii'be Shaal 
edeloond ctu oe of religion ; sheen paren 


im any sense or any way to such conduct in children, 


support 
\ jurisdiction, eee ee ee ee ardeed 


Ke. Mibecamed war fo record. the departure of itman, a 
4. \ mints of F sorrowtu . 5, a = | | 
h , Pawan whim a faly ‘Jabor, which he occupied with 


Me, is pow left to deplore in destitution, this severe — 

Aismition wore granted tthe corel ab Egon; Wai . 
Sf 

ato ey ; mpage opis “i 


A) 





MINUTES OF THE PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASHOCIA TH a. 


ne eo, : ing the second Lord’s day in Sep‘enther: 
te to preach the introductory, and. Br. Forten his alfer , 
The clerk &ppointed to superintend the printing) and digfributi 


jon was requested to prepare a Circular for ext yer. | 
_ There having been ted to the Association, two authentic f>mm 
_ ftom the church at Galilog, apparently conflicting with oth 
from that'church, (Br. A, Murray,) was called upon to explain thyme 
he did to the satisfaction of the Association. © e | 
Ordered, That the Treasurer pay the Clerk $175, the amou Sof pros 
by hit in behalf of this Association. | Ee 
Ordered, That the Treasurer receive nothing hereafter, into thi 'T 


Ordered, That our corr ing me be allow 1 5 pe 
attending sister Associations. ee nee "8 mi 
That in future, the Moderator shall appoint some pd 
at the stand, next after the introductory. a) 
Whereas, It some times becomes necessary for eh 


harmony, good 
brotherhood ; and in view of the silence of the Holy Scriptures on the 
absence of any scriptural rule; if churches must and will d lve, Ber 
them to call fora committee of two or more ordained ministers, a ‘ submit their 
state and standing to their inquiry and investiyation j and if said¥ministers find 
' them in order, they may dissolve; said ministers svbscribing theirghe 
letters of dissolution, : BS : 
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Moant Moriah, 


Mount Zion, 
Mount Zion, 


New Chapel, - 
~ New Zion, 
New Hope, 
Palestine, 
Providence, 
Silver Creek, 
Silver Creek, 
Strong River, 


~ > Society Hill, 
gee Ne 


. Union, 
Zion Hill, 
Zion Hill, 


Counties" 


't Marion, 


} Pike, 

pean 

| Copiah, 

| Covington, 

| ‘Wash. Par., La, 
Lawrence, 


Copiuh, 
; Lawrence, 
| Marion, 
Lawrence, 


| Resin Burns, J. 3. Pitman, 

| Jesse Thompson, Wm. =e 

| N. Rowentson, Ja., A. McKenaze 
|G. W..-Dann, Joho Ray, Sen, 

| No Communication. 


*| Wm, Barnes, Wm. Gardner. 


| Wm, Lee. 


Es | Benj. Cooper, G. C, Maxwell, 


| Josiah Holmes, Benj. Holmes. 
| ALEXANDER Murray. E 
D. C, Butler, 8. Brinson, Sen. 
| D, Langston, W. E. Shepperd. 
| Josa. Sanvirer, W. T. Sandifer. 
| Wm. Williams, Benj. 8. Waller. 
fo representation. 
Uriah Gill, Jas. Sutton. 
Francs Wacker, Jas. Murray. 
Wm. Simmons, Jno. Simmons. 
R, Kenmeday.— - 
| Jas. Moore, Wm. McCollough. 
Wa. ForTeyseary, C. Macee. 
Jesse W. Bird. Jno. Watts. 
Wm, Welch, D. Touchstone. 
John Sanford, J. Granberry. 
Jesse Craweronn, Wm. Coney. 
James Powett, W- White. e 
| John Cox, Jas. R. Cox. 
| Jer-Fortenberry, i — 
Danie! O. Quin, M. g: 
Silas Tullace, James W. Wolf. 
Lewis Howell, Thomas Crier. 


* By J.B. Lowe, 
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CIRCULAR ADDRESs. 
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ADDRESS. 
‘ ; v ‘ a 
- To the Miniiters aad Messengers composing the Pear] 


Drax Betrarey:—It is our gustom to address you annually & 


iver E " 


oo 


Pet ever 


. 
ngddageam wer 
snr ps -- —-—- eemevty 


and we know of no subject that would be more profitable to you et t 


a few remarks extracted from A. Boothe’s “ Vindication 
charge of Bigotry.” 





oo SECTION 3. . 
Arguments against free communion at the Lord's 
“Tt must, | think, Be allowed that the order and connexion of 
ments in divine worship,: depend a3 much upon the soverei 
great legislator, as the appointments themselves; and i 
fo regard that order and connexion, in thejr_administrati M, as t 
“pomntments at al), _ Whoever, therefore , objects to that td 
opposes that sovereign authority, by which these bran 
instituted. For instance: Baptism and the Lord's Su 
hands, are positive Ordinances; and, as such, they 
n the sovereign will of God. Consequently, which of 1 
ed prior to the other, (as well as to what persons, in what w 
must depend entitely on the will of their divine Author. 
fix their order; and his revelation must guide our practice. 
“ Here, then, the question is, has our sovereign Lord 
gard to this matter? <T'o the law and to the testimony — 
“ To determine the query, we may first consider the 
two positive institutions of t 
i , submission to it was requ 
ministered to multitudes, before thé sacred supper was 
ence, are undeniable facts, There never Was a time, si 
Lord’s forerunner commenced, in which it was not the du 
lieving sinners to be baptized. 
Son of God incarnate, all 


divine worship. Baptism, ey had the, priority ji 
' which is a presumptive evidence that it has, and ever will 
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CIRCULAR ADDRESS. mee 
neither circumetsior, nor any rite of a similar nature, was‘ to be thinistered 
his females. And, as our brethren thomselyes maintain, eee comman 
that believers should be baptized, without, medtioning any others; he tacitly pro: 
hibited that ordinance from being administered to infants; so, by parity of rease 
if the same sovereign Lord commanded, that believers should be bapti 
tized immediately after they have made a profession of faith;- then he must in 
that the administration of baptism should be prior to a reception of the Lord’s 
Supper; and ramebaavatty, tacitly prohibits every unbaptized pérson having com: ©: 
munion at hisitable, ; Las ' Sa 
“ Thirdly, The order of administration in the primitive and apostolic practise, 
now demands our notice. That the apostles, when endued with power from on 
high, understood our Lord in the sense for which we plead, and practised accord; | » 
ingly. is quite evident. For thus it is written: ‘Then they that gladly received 
_ his word were’—what? Admitted to the Lord’s table? . No; Tus : a And 





































“And the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. An 
they continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, in breaking of | 
bread atid in eer are ii,.41,42. Now, in regard to the members of this 
first christian chutch, either our opponex's conclude that they were all baptized, 
or they do not... If thelatter, whence is tieir conclusion drawn? Not from the. 
sacred historian’s narrative. For thence we learn, that they whose hearts were, 
penetrated with keen convictions, were exhorted to be baptized—that they who. 
gladly received the truth were actually baptized—and that they who wero bap- 
tized, and they ofjly, for any thing that appears to the contrary, were added to the 
church. In what book, in what chapter, in what verse is any declaration found, 
relating to the church at Jerusalem, that can warrant a conclusion that unbo p- 
tized persons ate of the Lord's Supper? at ; 

“if all the members of | this dy apostolic church were baptizod, then either 
the constitution of it, in that respect, is expressive of the mind of Christ, and is @ 
model for succeeding churches, or it is net. If the former, either Jesus Christ 
discovered some defect in that plan of proceeding, and, in certain cases, counter- 
manded his first order, or it must be wrong to admit persons to,communion, who f 
are not baptized.’ But if this apostolic precedent is not expressive of thermnd of 
Christ, and the pattern for imitation to the end of the world, the apostles were {| | 
either ignorant of our Lord’s will, or unfaithful inthe performance of it. Conses 
quences these, which cannot be admitted without greatly prejudicing the honor - 
and interest of true religion, and nat a little concretreaite the canse of infidelity ; 
for which reason they will, no doubt, be abhorred by all our brethren. “fee! 



























_ “It is manifest from the first and most authentic history of the primitive chris. 
tian chutch, contained in the acts of the apostles; that after sinners had received 
orien at uelitvet in Jima ese eer 5 orted ee 7 
erring teachers to be baptized without delay. For thus we read: ‘Repent : 
be bapti yw they baie Philip pening he things 
ihe name Christ baptized 
Phili tidy If thou Sahovest with al Ibid heart, 
said, I believe 
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mame ofthe Lord? —Acts ii, 38; viii, 12.99% xvi, 33; Pili, 8} xxii, 16 


5 


Hence it is abundantly evident, that baptism in those Bhy 
an indifferent thing ; and eqially far fiom being 
had enjoyed commuajon at the Lord’s table for 
ism was the first, the very first public 
Gentiles were called, after they believ 
2 evidence of _a person’s acceptance with God, Aer 
‘of thé Holy Spirit in thé bestowal of miraculous gifts, ) far 
from superceding the necessity of a sulynissiogito § 


es. ~ ery 
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it 


acts, 
" ' : felicold 
rinkling 1s not baptism, we are abliged vit 
d by alt that is ammable in a abba Badue 
none to commynion at the Lord’s table, whom we do ” conjder to be really 
baptized according to the command of Christ. 4 i 
7 Nor have we the least reason to believe that the apostles D : vested with | 


to alter our Lord's institutions as they miggat proper, 
either as to mode or subject, or their order and connexibn on ei her.-- 
They never pretend to any such power; they utterly disclaim §% /Lethus hear 
the declaration of one, as the | age of all, and that! in regggd td the sacred 
. EF halve received of the Lord, that which alsg I delitr bhtp you.’ — 
i i general, whea writing to The. $4iMe people, 
: ‘I delivered unto you that wh ih ‘digo receiv: 
- Hi, 23; xv,3. The apostles being only s¢roants ify thei house of 
God, had ne more authority to alter or dispense with an orflinancéy } 
than any other minister of the word. Their apostolic ais nd pc 
of legislation in the kin n Of thie di 
; 88 such they claimed regart from She | 
which they labored and to which they wrote; at the same tin E freely 
ledging, that it was their indispensable duty to ‘be found faith Ein | 
extent of their office; they being accountable to the great Heads . 
acted, therefore, in the le compass of their duly, undgp' mand . 
and by the direction of their ascended Jesus. Nay, the nore the'y were‘ honored 
and Mecwell by ‘hie, the wore they were bound to obey the least i} of his 
. , : ‘ R SS . f.{ . 
Fourthly. If we regard the. different signification of| the tw@insti#tufions, i 
that baptism ought to precede. aocedas ig to bay th. 
itive, in his death, burial and resurrection; at the sa: 
“reckon ourselves tobe dead indeed unto sini, but a 
. it is our desire, as well as our daty, to live devoted to hi 
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the supposed case, they avowedly reject baptism, as-unhecossar ‘te felialvship in When ¢ 
® church of Christ; for if it be not requisite in every instance, it Hngt so! in any, 


be all si 

refuse hini, it must be because he is n bapOzed; for the¥torsider him as race W 
being a partaker of divine grace. If they rej¢ct him purely on tet j d, bap- Secale 
sts Ought to reject all who have no other than Jofagt baptist) bers they | commat 
ider it as a very different thing from the ietren ts of Chri’ | But, as be. thev. on 

fore hinted, by the same rule that we receive one to cochmunion, ho |s Hot bap, much 1! 
ized, who does not consider himself as baptized, whe dges not priflenditobe bap- as a cer 

_ tized, we may receive all; for as there is but one Law! Giver, thre at one ful reas 
law, relating to this matter, and he who has a right to dispense with iti onte, may tion of : 
do so as often as he pleases. Consequently, the principle adopte® by thase who! the con 
plead for free. communion, his a natural tendency to exclude baatism frum the’ “the gos 
worship of God. A tit comma 
“T conclude, that though such ‘a proceeding would be quite nBel, absolutely perforn 
unexampled in the churches of Christ, and would, probably, bof§ dstonish and equally 


Sister communities, the church must feceive him, Bat iff belawful in = diversir 
one instance, it must be so in a thougand; aad eae cburchg is princi~ _ We mu 
ple, might thus go on till the Lord's Supper were entirely rej@dyeds by jill het’ a dinaale 

and banished from the worship of God, as it is among thé buakers. Orh 
“ As the ‘sovereigr authority and universal dominion of God, offr hi  Biieetl al 


Creatures; as his absolute right, not only to worship, but also to bef otshipped in establis 
his Own way, are more strongly assested and brightly displayed in 16 positive in- church ; 
stitutions, than in any other branches of his worship; so it is mélifést that we ly decla 
cannot disobey his revealed will concerning them, without impegghing his wis- hable x 
and opposing his sovereignty. Because ’a special jinterposi Sin lows the 
authority, and an express ‘revelation of the divine ‘will, titute Be basi ly adher 
only basis on which such institutions ‘rest in regard to their modiand jubj can just 
their order and connexion one with another. For us the , to add, a é divi stitutin, 
institution, what we verily believe is a human invention, would b Fi whieh t 
justifiable part. For, on: our principles, infinite wisdom chose and Bsc larly jes 
ighty ordained professing believers as the subjects, and immersion Dation a 
ol baptism. | ‘ = monishe 
“* Again: as the sovereign will of God is more concerned and i ted 7 mount. 
peaitsaeemiaotes than, in any other branches of holy rea samt. is évide religion. 
froan, thal hietoey of the Jewish church, which is the history of Providggce fer severes 
two Years, that the divine jealousy ; novation 
: * tion and 
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aWship in ~ When God speaks we should be-all attention; and when he conwmands we should j | 


o| in any, be all submission, The clearer light which God has afforded, and the richer _ 
ler him as grace which Christ has manifested under the present dispensation, are so far from. 


d, bap- lessening. that they evidently increase our obligations to perform every divine; 
command rejating to Chfistian worship. For certainly it’ must be allowed, that / 
thev-on whom greater favors are bestowed, and higher honors conferred, are so 
much the more obliged to revere, love and obey their divine Benefactor, - And 

as a certain author justly obseryes, £ To take advantageof dark surmises, or doubt- 3 
ful reasoning to elude obligation offany kind, is always looked upon as an indica- 

tion 6f a dishonest heart.’ Most dangerous’ then, is the principle, and rebellious —_ |, 
the conduct of thdse professors, who think themselves warranted by the grace of =| 
“the gospel, to trifle with God’s positive appointments. Whether Jehoveh lay his 
commands on Gabriel in glory, or on Adam in paradise; whether he enjoin the 





bsolutely _ performance of any thing on Patriatchs, or Jews, or Christians, they ate all, and 
nish and J equally bound to obey, or else his commands must stand for nothing. Neither 
awful in. J diyersity.of econgmy, nor difference of state, makes any alteration in hie respect. 
$ princi- _ We, must be-absoliftely, independent of God before our obligations to him can be 
y wll her *4 ed. Butas the former is impossible, so is the latter. 


> | 
mn 


i. regsoning 1s very strongly supported by the following quotation, taken 
a little publication by Mr, John Ryland: * The ordinances of the Gospel are 








ipped in established by the authority of Christ, as King and supreme Law Giver in. his 
mre tae church; the} are particularly enforced by his own,example, and his will express- 
that » ly declared; and as they have ‘no dependence on amy circumstances which are 
his wis- hable to vary in different countries or distant periods of time, it necessarily folx © ~ 
} divine lows that the primitive model of administration should be strictly and conscientious- 
y the ly adhered to. ‘No pretence to greater propriety, not any plea of inconvenicney, 
abject, can justify our boldly opposing the authority of God by altering his law, and sub- 
: divine stituting «human ordinance instead of a divine. In a former dispensation, in 
oe Ga which the ritual was numerous and burdensome, the Great Jehovah was particu- 
sover- larly jealous of his honor as supreme Law Giver, and looked upon the least inno- 
mode nation as a direct opposition of his authority. Moses, we are informed, was ad- 
ae. ee monished of God to make all things Soialien to the patrern showed him in the 
ted in mount. And those unfortunate youths who presumed to alter the form of his 






religion, and worshipped him in q way he had not commanded, fell under the: 
severest marks of his displeasure; which shows that he looked upon the least in- 
-Rovation in the ceremonial part of his precepts, as. an impious and daring opposi~ ; 

tion and contempz of his authority, and as deserving of peculiar and distinguished 
Vengeance, as a direct and aoe violation of the moral law. And as the great King 
of the universe required exactness and punctuality, and insisted on such scru- 

._ Pulous exactness in the performance of the minutest rite belonging to the legal 
dispensation; it would be extremely difficult to assign a reason why he should be 

_ Mote lox and careless allow to human discretion under the 




































Christian economy. which shines in our religion, the small 
center and siaisity of i sand the end,and design of those institu- 
tions being clearly 
















y reasone which strongly indicate the contra- 
2, And i ibe Barbar cbegrved, tat she igion of Jesus is particularly cal-, 
culated to set aside worldly wisdom, and. the pride of ‘man, it cannot 
without great ebsurdi ‘that the Author of it will dispense 
with the parforgssnce cf hie eeccree Inve, or saat ‘the least variation to 

_ ‘hat wisdom, or indulge thaypride which the whole scope of his gospel bath a 
ta lency to a bg Sui then, it | pies isti in.an affair of 
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